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Our world finds itself increasingly polarized over politics. Today we face all sorts of 

issues, and the world around us tempts us to view everything through the lens of left vs. 

right. It’s the teachers unions vs. the provincial Conservative government. If you support 

environmental protections, you’re branded to be a leftist while if you’re pro-pipelines 

you’re on the right. Desire to conserve values of days gone by (regardless of their moral 

correctness) and you’re a conservative; work to bring about change and you’re regarded 

as a progressive. You either watch MSNBC or FOX News; if you’re Canadian you either 

listen to CBC or the National Post. We’re all political now – every issue is a left vs. right 

issue. 

 

When politics is the primary lens through which you view the world, the danger is that 

you view everything through power. The world is about the oppressed and the oppressor. 

Truth is just another tool used for power and control. News is slanted based on your 

perspective. And truth becomes individualized – you have your truth, and I have mine. 

 

But Jesus comes into this world and he alters our political perspectives. By his very 

presence in this world, our perspective should not start from left vs. right, but by entirely 

different criterion. Christ comes into this world and he alters the perspective of everyone 

who will trust in him. In John 18, we see how there are choices that are placed in front of 

us with remarkable clarity. As Jesus is arrested and tried before Caiaphas and Pilate, the 

choices we face are clear. We are required to… 

 

1. Choose our Kingdom (vv. 28-37b) 

 

As the early morning hearing moves quickly from the high priest (vv. 19-24) to Pilate. 

The reason the trial moves from a Jewish leader to a Roman one is that the only way 

Jesus could be killed was if he was a threat to Rome. While Jewish law gave instructions 

about the death penalty, the Romans had removed this right. So Jesus was brought before 

Pilate. 

 

We know a lot about Pilate from the Bible and from other historical sources. He was 

placed in power and oversaw the Jewish region from AD 26-36. At this point, Pilate had 

a few major conflicts with the Jewish community, and some believe he did not like the 

Jews. He had stolen money from the temple treasury to build a water supply system – an 

aqueduct – and this caused a riot. He was eventually called back to Rome to account for 

some of his violent actions by emperor Tiberius, but en route disappeared. 

 

Some have suggested that Pilate received his position in Judea thanks to his friendship 

with a Roman prefect named Aelius Sejanus. Sejanus had encouraged anti-Jewish 

policies and had aspirations to rule the empire. He had planned to overthrow the emperor, 

but when Tiberius found out about such plans he had Sejanus executed for treason. 

 

This politically tumultuous situation is where we find ourselves in John 18. Pilate has 

found himself at odds with the Jewish leaders, so when they bring Jesus to him, they are 

wanting Pilate to execute Jesus for the only reason Rome would consider execution: 

kingship. Pilate’s job was to maintain political order of the Judean region, and any 
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insurrectionists must be eliminated. But Pilate must do so with great care since his 

political power is tenuous. 

 

When Pilate asks what charges Jesus is brought on (v. 29), none are named. Even the 

Jewish leaders are playing a political game – they do not want to be ceremonially 

unclean, for it is now Passover. They want to celebrate, and Pilate does not want to get 

his hands dirty. 

 

What follows is a conversation recorded between Pilate and Jesus. “Are you King of the 

Jews?” he asks Jesus. In his infinite wisdom, Jesus knows that this cannot be a yes/no 

answer. If he answers yes, Pilate will have him killed in order to protect Rome. If Jesus’ 

claims are to be believed and people are to respond with faith in him, his kingship must 

be clearly defined. 

 

The reason his kingship must be clearly understood goes back to the Jewish expectations 

that had been building for a millennia. Since David’s reign, God had promised that 

David’s throne would endure forever and a descendant of David’s would rule on the 

throne forever (see. 2 Sam 7:11ff). Jewish expectations of another king had remained 

high and only increased as the oppression of Rome had grown over the past couple of 

centuries. 

 

For this reason, Jesus defines his kingship in v. 36: “My kingdom is not of this world. If 

my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not 

be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” The kingdom of 

Christ is fundamentally different than the power structures of this world. Pilate wants to 

appease the Jews, so he will do whatever is necessary – even have an innocent man 

crucified. Jesus wants to reconcile the world, so he will do what is necessary – even go to 

the cross to die. Pilate wants to remain in power, so he will avoid justice and excuse 

himself from internal Jewish politics (v. 37), but Jesus is in power, so he will bring true 

justice and face the wrath of the cross. Pilate wants to avoid the truth, but Jesus is the 

truth. Pilate wants to avoid problems, Jesus wants to reconcile them. 

 

For this reason, the kingdom of this world is contrary to the kingdom of Christ. The 

kingdom of this world is concerned about power, control, and prestige; the kingdom of 

Christ is concerned about reconciling men to God by a suffering servant. The kingdom of 

this world uses violent force to maintain control, only to lose it. But the kingdom of 

Christ is violated by the force of this world, only to show its true power.  

 

Jesus has come into the world for this purpose: to reconcile sinful humans to God. And 

we are all confronted with a choice: What will we do with Jesus? 

 

2. Choose our values (vv. 37b-38) 

 

As Jesus continues to respond to Pilate, he says to him, “For this purpose I was born and 

for this purpose I have come into the world – to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who 

is of the truth listens to my voice.” But Pilate has learned to play the political game. Truth 



The Abiding Kingdom – John 18:13-40 Andrew Hall 

CBC Ilderton  March 8, 2020 

 3

has consequences. But Pilate doesn’t want to know the truth. He asks the question, “What 

is truth?” and walks away.  

 

The irony is that Pilate’s question was addressed to the very person who is the answer. 

Jesus told his disciples in John 14:6, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one 

comes to the Father except through me.” All of God’s revelation was standing in front of 

Pilate, and he cared for nothing except political power and expedience.  

 

As much as we are to choose our values – will I live my life in terms of power or in terms 

of truth – our values are determined by the kingdom to which we belong. When one 

belongs to the political realm of this world, truth has to be relativized. If truth is absolute, 

then truth has a higher claim on my life than power. I cannot hold on to power for the 

sake of power. I have to follow truth wherever it leads me. I must know reality, because 

‘the truth will set you free’ (Jn. 8:32). Truth is the only way to freedom and life. 

Otherwise, we have to suppress the truth.  

 

Paul said this is what happens to people who are not of the kingdom of Christ. They 

suppress the truth in righteousness and exchange the truth for a lie. They encourage other 

people to celebrate wrong and hate those who make moral claims. The claim goes like 

this: be true to yourself, and find your truth. But don’t let your truth infringe upon my 

truth. Otherwise you’re just using truth as a power play. 

 

And yet here is the irony – when people say that truth is personal, private, and relative, 

this is an absolute truth claim. You cannot borrow Christ’s claim to absoluteness and then 

reject that there are moral standards established by the Lawgiver. If all truth is personal, 

relative, and private, then nothing is true. But if Christ is true, then every man is a liar 

apart from Christ. This is Paul’s point in Rom. 3:4.  

 

By the kingdom we belong to we make decisions about what we are going to believe 

about reality. We will conform reality to the kingdom of this world or we will be 

conformed to the kingdom of Christ. We cannot have it both ways. Either Christ be Lord 

or he be nothing but an attempt to grab power. 

 

As we belong to a kingdom and we are conformed to that kingdom’s values, we will find 

that we must also… 

 

3. Choose our destiny (vv. 39-40) 

 

Since Pilate walks away from Christ, he has made his choice. He will walk in darkness 

rather than light because his deeds are evil (cf. Jn. 3:19-21). But Jesus commands our 

destiny. As Pilate returns to the Jews in v. 38, he tells them that he has found no threat to 

Rome’s power in Jesus. But he will maintain his political power and release one prisoner 

to the Jews to appease them. He will give them the King of the Jews. But the religious 

leaders cry out, “Not this man, but Barabbas!” Barabbas had been convicted as an 

insurrectionist, trying to overthrow Roman control in Judea. 

 



The Abiding Kingdom – John 18:13-40 Andrew Hall 

CBC Ilderton  March 8, 2020 

 4

The religious leaders think they are choosing the path to freedom. Earlier in Jn. 18:14 

Caiaphas had recommended that Jesus be killed instead of the Romans crushing the 

people. But the way that John communicated this truth is with profound theological 

insight: “one man should die for the people.” And now, Jesus is tried and delivered to be 

crucified so that one man could go free. 

 

Jesus, the Son of the Father, takes all of the blame so that Barabbas, the guilty one, may 

go free. Barabbas, whose name means “Son of the father” is set free by the true Son of 

the Father (Jesus) and released from his penalty for his sins. 

 

This is what Jesus came to do. The Son of the Father came to take guilty sinners and free 

them from the punishment of sin and death so that we might be free as a son of the 

Father. He takes your guilt and sin and punishment and you take his righteousness and 

perfection and forgiveness so that you may walk in newness of life. But the only way that 

you and I can walk in the freedom of Christ is if we will believe that Jesus is the only 

way that we can be free. 

 

Politics won’t free us. The left and the right will make their promises, and we can make 

our political choices. We can decide that we will align ourselves with the political right or 

the political left. We can try and bring transformation through politics, and yet we will 

find that politics will not bring the lasting kingdom, the lasting freedom we long for. 

Politics won’t fix the environment. Politics can’t stop a sickness from spreading. Politics 

can try to control and fix. But the politics of man will falter because the ultimate choice is 

not ours. It is Christ’s. Every kingdom that has existed has faltered. Babylon has faded. 

Rome has faded. Alexander the Great, Napoleon, Hitler – all these men have come and 

gone. Kingdoms rise, and kingdoms fall. One day Canada will be no more. But there is a 

kingdom that endures. There is a King who will never falter nor be overthrown. Christ is 

King. Christ reigns. He has gone to the cross to conquer the kingdom of sin and death and 

now there is nothing that stands in his way. His truth shall prevail. Every knee will bow. 

Every tongue will swear allegiance that Jesus Christ is Lord (cf. Isa. 45:23, Phil. 2:10-

11). 


