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This past week has been a week unlike any other in about a century. Some of us have lost jobs or 

had to lay off workers. Others are sick and in self-isolation. Still others have returned home from 

a holiday that was cut short due to a global pandemic. And at a time like this, the world looks 

like it is out of control. “What’s happening?” we ask, uncertain as to what tomorrow will bring.  

 

Where do you look at a time like this? And what do you see? For some people, they look at jobs, 

social distancing, and government regulations and see a world of terror. Hearts are filled with 

fear because our eyes are not lifted up very high – we can’t see very far. 

 

In John 19, we have a situation where very God of very God is now standing on trial, and it looks 

like everything is spiraling out of control. The crowds are like a mob. Justice is being perverted 

and any attempt to resist the contagion of the day is insufficient. By outward appearances, it 

looks like things are out of control, even for Jesus.  

 

But embedded in this narrative are two statements that are spoken by someone who can’t see 

very far, and yet he says more than he realizes. The words from Pilate’s mouth encourage us to: 

 

Behold the Man! 

 

Pilate is a wily man – he’ll do what he has to do to hang on to power. Even though he has found 

no fault with Jesus, he flogs him – a whipping that would have torn the skin open and left him 

bloody and battered. Bringing Jesus back out to the crowd in this state of shame, Pilate declares 

that he finds no guilt in Jesus, no reason to have him executed for treason. 

 

But the crowd can’t handle this news. They want a scapegoat – someone to blame. They want 

someone to die – anyone, as long as it isn’t them. And the power of social shaming will go to no 

end to rid the world of a problem. Facts, logic, reason, science – all these things go out the 

window when people’s lives are disrupted. Nothing can seemingly stand in the way of the power 

of the mob. Someone has to pay for the upheaval, and Jesus is the perfect candidate. Israel wants 

to resist further oppression by Rome, and the best way to do that in this moment is to have Jesus 

crucified – eliminated. 

 

By all appearances, it looks like things have spiraled out of control for Jesus. And yet, as Jesus is 

brought out by Pilate before the mob, dressed up as a mock king, Pilate announces to the crowds, 

“Behold the man!” Pilate wants to show that he has been cruel enough to Jesus by having him 

whipped, with the hopes that this will have Jesus released. But the crowd wants more blood: 

“Crucify him!” they cry. 

 

Yet if we stop and look at this title – “Behold the man!” – what we find is something 

extraordinary. It’s not clear what is meant by this phrase initially. Is Pilate merely saying, “Look, 

here is this poor, pathetic man”? Isaiah, foreseeing this event 700 years earlier, said, “He had no 

form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him. He was 

despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; as one from whom 

men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not” (Isa. 53:2b-3). 
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But I want to suggest to you that Pilate is saing more than he realizes. If we remember that John 

has set this scene all in the context of a garden (18:1; 19:41; 20:15), our minds are drawn back to 

the first garden. In the first garden, the man was placed there and was in complete control, only 

to find that he lost it. He was given complete dominion and rule over the creation to tend and 

keep it, only to disregard the command of God. When the first man disobeyed, the Lord found 

him and pronounced a curse on this world – that there would be disease, death, and destruction 

because humanity wanted their own way instead of God’s way. So God said, “Behold, the man 

has become like one of us in knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take 

also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever –” therefore the Lord God sent him out from the 

garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was taken” (Gen. 3:22-23).  

 

Here, in the first garden, the man looked to himself to solve his lack. But in the second garden, 

the man looked to God to solve our lack. In the first garden, the man had complete control only 

to lose it by disobedience; in the second garden, the man looked like he was out of control only 

to command his destiny. In the first garden, one man brought sin and death and destruction into 

the world by taking all burdens on himself; in the second garden, one man brought life and hope 

and salvation by taking all burdens and sin upon himself. 

 

What resulted in social distancing in the first garden – humanity separated from God – the 

second garden overcame – humanity being called back to God. What looks like a situation that is 

out of control in John 19 is actually a situation where God is working all things for our good. 

Whereas the first garden was perfect and was lost because of rebellion, resulting in the curse 

upon the world, the second garden is being prepared because of obedience to God, resulting in 

blessing to the world.  

 

But the question is – where do you look to be rescued? The government? Your job? Your long-

range plan? Or will you look to Jesus – the One who is in control, the One who will take the 

sting of sin and death so that your soul can be free from worry and fear? The first man brought 

destruction into the world by trying to grasp onto life, but this second man brought life into the 

world by embracing death.  

 

So look to the man Jesus Christ! 

 

Behold the King! 

 

All throughout this passage, Jesus doesn’t look like he is in control. The soldiers place a crown 

of thorns on his head and dress him in a purple robe. The other gospel accounts tell us that the 

soldiers mocked him and spit on him. By all accounts, it looks like Jesus is out of control. But 

there is a parody here – could there be a more vile moment in how this King is treated? The 

crowd doesn’t want Jesus released, and Pilate doesn’t want to lose his position. Even though he 

has had Jesus whipped, this is not enough for the crowds. While Pilate wants to release Jesus, the 

crowds threaten Pilate’s position: “If you release this man, you are not Caesar’s friend. Everyone 

who makes himself a king opposes Caesar” (v. 12).  

 

But at every step of the way, Jesus commands his destiny. He has designed this moment – to go 

to the cross, to die. He is more than a man – he is very God of God. He is the ruler of the 
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universe. He is the Lord of all creation. And he does not stand above the creation, untouched by 

it. No – he enters into this creation and bears the pain of it. And he does so not as a powerless 

God, but the all powerful One.  

 

Why would the all powerful God of the universe not just eradicate the problems right now? Why 

not return this world to the garden of Eden, with perfect harmony and love? Because there is a 

bigger disease in this world – and it has infected every human heart.  

 

From the beginning of this book, we have heard the problem – men have loved darkness rather 

than light. Humans love their own way, not God’s way. For this reason, God loves the world and 

sends his only Son. And when he arrives on the scene, John sees him and says, “Behold the 

Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (Jn. 1:29). And here we are, in John 19, on 

the verge of the Passover festival for the Jews (v. 14), a time when Israel remembered how they 

had been set free from slavery in Egypt and the oppression of a tyrannical king. They would 

sacrifice an lamb, just as they had done on that first Passover, placing the blood on the door so 

that death would pass over them, allowing them to leave Egypt untouched. And now, the Lamb 

of God comes and takes his blood, and marks those who will trust in him so that eternal death 

will pass over them so that they can be set free from the slavery of fear and death and enjoy life 

with a sacrificial King. 

 

But we are left with this question: who will be King? The crowds don’t want Jesus as King – 

they would rather have the oppression of Caesar (see v. 15). And we are faced with the same 

question – who will be King? Will we choose our own destiny, or will we entrust ourselves to 

the One who will restore, heal, forgive, and give us hope and life? 

 

Jesus is in complete control. And Jesus’ response to Pilate in v. 11 gives us a clear understanding 

that he is not only to be perceived as King, but is actually the King of kings. “You would have no 

authority over me at all unless it had been given you from above. Therefore he who delivered me 

over to you has the greater sin.” 

 

Christians have always understood that there is a Lawgiver who is above the Law. Therefore, we 

will always seek to obey the laws of the land when they align with God’s ways. As our 

government has required us not to meet in groups of 50 or more, we are even now practicing the 

spirit of the law by not having our small groups meet in homes, but are utilizing technology. We 

do this because our love of neighbour demonstrates that we love God. If we were to be reckless 

and disregard the call for social distancing, we would be not loving God nor our neighbour. Jesus 

makes it clear that he gives authority, and this authority that Pilate has is a derived authority. We 

recognize that God has given government to protect us from evil (see Rom. 13). But when 

government overreaches, we must obey the One who governs the universe, the One who is the 

Lawgiver.  

 

Government will not be our solution in this time of crisis. We pray for our governments that they 

will be very wise in containing COVID-19 as well as managing our economy. But our 

government will not be our salvation. There is One Man, One King we look to, and he embraced 

isolation so that we might be brought near to God by faith. This is our assurance – that by faith 

we can belong to Jesus and he belongs to us, and will keep us no matter what comes our way. 


