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Most of us in this room can remember the moment we were when we heard the news about 

the planes crashing in to the Twin Towers in New York on September 11, 2001. That day forever 

changed the landscape of North American life. The news that planes were being used as 

terrorist weapons to hit at the heart of the American system sent shock waves around the 

world. Planes were grounded. Border security increased dramatically. And the pictures of then 

president George Bush getting word about the attacks as he sat in a second grade classroom in 

Sarasota FL are remarkable – an aide approaches the president, gives him word, and the 

sombre look that fell upon his face is unforgettable. 

 

We have a way of forgetting our past. But there are moments that are forever etched into our 

collective psyche that we cannot forget. Those moments reshape our lives and affect us in 

profound ways.  

 

For the Jews, the summer of 586 BC is one of those times. In July of that year, Jerusalem fell to 

the Babylonians after a 2 ½ year siege had closed off the city. Then, on August 14th, the temple 

was destroyed and burned with fire.  

 

The temple’s destruction was the ultimate heartache for every Jew. It was a reminder that the 

covenant curses of Deuteronomy 28 had fallen upon the Jewish people for failing to keep the 

covenant. Their repeated disobedience had brought the discipline of the Lord upon the nation, 

resulting in the destruction of Jerusalem and the burning of the temple. 

 

In this environment, Jeremiah speaks. He is called by God during the reign of Josiah and is most 

likely the son of Hilkiah the high priest, the one who finds the scroll in the temple during 

Josiah’s day. He is from Anathoth, a city were the priests from Eli’s family – that priest of God 

during the days of Samuel – had been exiled during Solomon’s reign. Yet Jeremiah lives in 

Jerusalem during the final days of the city of the Lord, and as he preaches, he says that there is 

a word of warning and a word of hope. What are these words of warning and hope that the 

message of exile brings? 

 

1. Examine yourself 

 

Jeremiah was called by God from a young age to be a prophet of the Lord, warning Judah that 

they were going into exile for their sins. In the very opening of the book, Jeremiah is given a 

vision of a smoking pot that blows the cloud toward he South. In explaining this vision, the Lord 

tells Jeremiah in 1:14-16 that evil is coming from the north to punish the evil of Judah and 

Jerusalem. Babylon will come and take over Jerusalem.  

 

But why will the Lord allow such a wicked nation come and overrun Judah? In Jer. 2, we hear 

the summary of the problem: there are two sins: “my people have committed two evils: they 

have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters and hewed out cisterns for themselves, broken 

cisterns that can hold no water.” While Israel had exchanged the glory of God for created 
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images, Judah followed her sin. Even though Josiah had brought about great reforms, 3:10 tells 

us that the people did not return with their whole heart, but in pretense. 

 

 

Idol worship was not merely a private matter. Idol worship affected public policy. Because the 

people scorned and hated the Word of the Lord (6:10), and because the people would rather 

listen to false prophets (5:30-31), the private worship of idols had caused public policy to shift. 

Jeremiah 7:9-11 says that the people have no regard for God’s commands, even causing a 

suffering and death of little ones (7:31) 

 

Into this Jeremiah contains 45 chapters that are all pointed back to the Jewish people. Will they 

listen to the Word of the Lord? Will they reflect? Will they heed the warnings of the Lord and 

examine themselves, or will they continue on in their way? 

 

The problem, however, is not first one of public policy, but of private worship. It is a heart 

problem. Jeremiah will tell the people that the problem is their heart (Jer. 17:9-10). While 

humans may deceive themselves and tell themselves that the problem is out there, the Lord 

searches hearts, not systems or political movements. 

 

So often, when problems arise, we are prone to look at the outward circumstances. When 

things are hard in our work, our church, our homes, we look at how others have contributed to 

the problems. Jeremiah does this. In chapter 12, he laments, and he asks the Lord about 

Babylon, the nation that has come to crush Jerusalem. What about all of their evil? What about 

all of the things that they have done? And to that, the Lord says that while Babylon won’t 

prosper forever, Jeremiah is to preach to the people so that they would reflect upon their own 

sin. They should look at the plank in their own eye before they strain at the speck in the eyes of 

the nations.  

 

And this is the warning of the threat of exile: will you lament the culture more than you will 

lament your own heart? Will you lament how bad the world is and not lament how sin has 

become so normal in our own lives? Will we blame the fall of society on political leaders and fail 

to look at how we ourselves have contributed to the problem in radically deep ways? It is this 

failure to reflect upon the heart that the Lord says “I have forsaken my house” (12:7). 

 

2. Establish a presence (Jer. 29) 

 

Jeremiah is no ordinary prophet. He is called to the ministry of the word, and the Lord promises 

that he will watch over his word to perform it (1:12), a promise that judgment is coming. In the 

midst of the Babylonians surrounding Jerusalem and seeking to destroy it, what does Jeremiah 

say? Surrender! (see 21:9; 38:17-18). And this message was not popular. It caused Jeremiah to 

have a lot of enemies over the years. They saw him as a traitor. They believed he was helping 

out the Babylonians! But surrender did not mean deserting to Babylon (READ 37:14-20). He 
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would be imprisoned, insulted, put in the stocks, and suffer. And it would not help that when 

Jeremiah followed his own advice, the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar would treat Jeremiah 

well (39:11-12)! 

 

Why would Jeremiah suffer all of this? This was God’s word (READ 26:8-15). Yet this message 

caused Jeremiah great heartache (READ 20:7-10).  

 

But why would Jeremiah say, “Surrender!”? All around him there were prophets who were 

lying, saying that things were going to be fine (6:14; 8:11). But Jeremiah knew that 

disobedience brings about the Lord’s discipline. Instead of peace, the people would go into 

exile for 70 years (25:11-12). The reason for these 70 years is that all the years the people had 

not given the land rest, they would go into exile. 

 

So what was Jeremiah’s message about exile? In Jeremiah 29:4-9 Jeremiah says that the people 

should settle down in exile. Get used to being there. Build houses, plant vineyards. Have 

children. Be fruitful and multiply. And seek the shalom of Babylon. Why? Because this was 

God’s original command. Be fruitful and multiply was the command to Adam and Eve in the 

garden, and it is the command of God to the exiles. In their work of shalom, Babylon will 

experience shalom. Live quiet and godly lives. This is pleasing to God our Saviour.  

 

There comes a point of no return in a culture. God will not let his name be mocked any longer. 

When child sacrifice is the norm, offered on the altar of equity and women’s rights, society has 

reached a point of judgment. And surrendering to exile does not mean surrendering to live like 

the world around. It’s a call to live missionally. It’s a call to live in a counter-cultural way, even if 

the results aren’t what we want. Have children – obey the Creation Commission. Raise those 

children to know the Lord. Love them. Work hard and honestly in your workplace. Work for the 

good of those around you. Work with integrity – not cutting corners, but with honesty and joy. 

As Luther would say, God doesn’t need your good works. But your neighbour does. Your 

neighbour needs you to act Christianly even if they don’t think they need you to. Why? Because 

in working for the good of the world around us, we display that we are working for a better day, 

a better kingdom, a kingdom that is coming. We don’t surrender and give up just because signs 

of judgment are all around us. We work harder. Because all of this is intended to help us  

 

See the Glory of Christ 

 

If it looked like Jeremiah was giving up, we would be mistaken. In chapter 32, Jeremiah is told 

by the Lord to go and buy a field while Babylon is besieging Jerusalem. He can’t understand why 

– this is a bad move in terms of a real estate purchase. But the Lord tells him why he is to 

purchase this land (32:36-44). This is the promise of the new covenant that the Lord is making. 

He will restore his people. He will bring them back to the land. The new covenant that the Lord 

had given (31:31-34) – to give his people a new heart – is symbolized by this field.  

 



 

The Story of Everything: Exile – Jeremiah  Andrew Hall 

CBC Ilderton  November 14, 2021 

 4

And when the writer of Hebrews looks at this new covenant in Hebrews 8, he can’t help but see 

that there is a new and better Jerusalem coming. Those who examine themselves, look at their 

hearts, and turn from their sin will experience something wonderful: the one who said that 

there is a message of judgment will also be the one who will rescue his people from this 

judgment. “Do not fear him who can destroy body, but fear him who can cast body and soul 

into hell,” Jesus said (Matt 10:28). There is a greater exile coming – one that does not last for 70 

years. And there is a judgment that will come against the nations who rage against the Lord, 

just as Jeremiah tells in Jer. 46ff. There is one that will separate people from the joy of the Lord 

forever.  

 

But the Lord has promised that there is a better Jerusalem coming, whose builder and designer 

is God (Heb. 11:10). And the longing for a better world is exactly right – the utopian desire that 

people have in their hearts is a longing for a heavenly country (Heb. 11:16).  

 

This city has been purchased by another weeping prophet (Luke 13:34) – the one who, for the 

joy set before him, endured the cross, despised its shame (Heb. 12:2). So if we suffer for a while 

in this life, we should not grow weary (Heb. 12:3ff). Why? Because we are going to inherit a 

better kingdom – a kingdom that cannot be shaken (Heb. 12:18-24). 

 

There’s a heavenly Jerusalem that will come down one day (Rev. 21). And when it comes down, 

there will be no more weeping or sorrow or sin. But until that day, you and I are called to spur 

one another on to love and good deeds (Heb. 10:24). We are exiles here and now, as 1 Peter 

1:1 says. But exiles don’t surrender in hopelessness and disobedience. Exiles live with the hope 

of the new covenant. He is our God. We are his people. He is purifying our hearts even now. 

And though the Twin Towers may crash as a sign of judgment on a world that has loved its 

economic clout, and the Pentagon was hit as a sign of judgment on trusting in military might, 

we can live faithfully now, working for the good of our Babylon. For in its welfare, we will find 

our welfare.  

 

So live as faithful exiles. Chosen, loved by God. Called to the work of God. Actively waiting for a 

better day, calling others to join us in the pursuit of the heavenly Jerusalem, the city that will 

never be shaken. 


