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In the story The Most Dangerous Game, Richard Connell describes the adventure of his hero, 
Sanger Rainsford, one of the world’s most celebrated big-game hunters. One night while out 
along the coast of South America, Rainsford fell overboard from his speeding yacht. Being a 
good swimmer, Rainsford was able to swim to a nearby island, where he heard gunshots during 
the night. To his surprise, he found a chateau on the island where the Russian nobleman, 
General Zaroff and his servant were staying. Zaroff recognized Rainsford because of his fame as 
a big-game hunter, and over dinner Zaroff began to share about his excitement of hunting, 
especially the “new animal” on the island.  
 
Curious, Rainsford asked about this new animal, to which Zaroff replied, “I wanted the ideal 
animal to hunt. So I said, ‘What are the attributes of an ideal quarry?’ And the answer was, of 
course, ‘It must have courage, cunning, and above all, it must be able to reason.’” 
 
Rainsford, confused, replied to him that no animal had the ability to reason. “My dear fellow,” 
the general replied, “there is one that can.” In that moment, Rainsford, began to realize that he, 
the famous big game hunter, would now become the hunted. 
 
In one sense, this is what happens in conversion. We who were chasing sin and pleasure and 
our identity and value suddenly find that we ourselves are being chased. We have been hunting 
for what would satisfy us, only to discover that we are hunted by the One who would satisfy 
our weary souls. And Acts 9 is the story of how God works to bring about his saving power in us 
– how those who are seeking to capture glory are actually captured by glory itself. So how does 
God capture us with his glory?   
 
See the Light 
 
If you’ve ever been in a dark room for an extended period of time and then emerged outside to 
the brightness of a sunny day, you know how the light feels on your eyes. Your pupils suddenly 
react to all of the light flooding in and want to constrict as quickly as possible. The pain is 
sudden and searing, and instinctively your eyes want to close tight to protect themselves.  
 
Saul was heading to Damascus with the approval of the Jewish leadership to carry out the 
penalties for breaking the Old Testament law of Moses. Born in Tarsus, a southern city of 
modern day Turkey, it was not a typical place for a zealous Jew to come from. His family had 
been given Roman citizenship at some point (Acts 22:8). And upon becoming zealous for 
Judaism, Saul had gone to Jerusalem to train under one of the top rabbis, Rabbi Gamaliel (Acts 
22:3). Later he would say he was more zealous about keeping the law than those around him 
(Gal. 1:14) and sought to be blameless in keeping the law (Phil. 3:6). So why was Saul breathing 
out murderous threats? 
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To most Christians, they read the story of Saul and think of him as some sort of extremist. I’ve 
heard Saul described as a “fundamentalist,” a “terrorist,” and an “extremist.” Yet in reality, Saul 
was a devoted Jew. Seeing how this group that he called “The Way” were perverting Judaism by 
their worship of Jesus, he took seriously the preservation of his faith and the obedience to the 
law of Moses. And the Old Testament law was clear – if you worshipped any other god besides 
the One True God of Israel, you should receive the punishment of death (Exod. 22:20). Saul was 
not some extremist. He was obedient to fulfill the commands of the Old Testament law and to 
carry out the curses for disobedience. Saul would not have Israel go back into exile for idol 
worship.  
 
But on the Damascas road, suddenly a blinding light from heaven shone around him. We know 
from Acts 22 that those with him saw the light. And in that moment, Saul was confronted by his 
sin. He was brought face to face with the resurrected Jesus. He heard a voice and was stopped 
dead in his tracks.  
 
What was this light from heaven? We know from what follows that this light was the revelation 
of Jesus. We know from 1 Cor. 9:1 and 15:8 that he saw Jesus in this moment. Though his eyes 
were blinded, the eyes of his heart were enlightened (Eph. 1:18). He could clearly see himself 
now because he was seeing himself in a new light – quite literally! He would say in Romans 3 
that there is no one righteous, no one seeks after God, that no one does good (Rom. 3:9-12). He 
could see that there was a righteousness apart from the law (Rom. 3:21ff). His mouth was 
stopped (Rom. 3:19-20). He had been so passionate to keep the purity of Judaism that he would 
make a 6 day journey from Jerusalem to Damascus to keep his faith in tact. Yet on that road, 
everything would change. 
 
What happened when he saw that light was that the light of God that created the world (Gen. 
1:3 had suddenly shone upon him (2 Cor. 4:6) to give him a knowledge of the glory of Christ. 
The light that Israel was to be to the world had now struck him, showing him glory. Isaiah had 
spoken of the light that would come and shine upon his people revealing glory (Isa. 60:1-3). And 
now, in this moment, the new creation light had shone into his heart to give him the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  
 
God’s glorious light doesn’t wait for an invitation. He interrupts us. He chooses to reveal himself 
to us. He breaks in and shows us our sin and changes our hearts. His new creation light shows 
us the ugliness of sin and the glory of Christ. It can be blinding at first – so shocking! But what 
God is doing is showing us his glory and splendor. It will make your eyes hurt at first because 
you’ve been so used to the darkness. But this is what happens when God pursues and saves. So 
what happens when you’re saved? You see the light! And then you… 
 
Hear the Voice 
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What happens when you see things from a different perspective? Suddenly you hear things in a 
different way. Like a husband who has been blind to his wife’s needs and suddenly sees them or 
a child who has acted overconfidently and ignored parental advice, when you see things with a 
different light you hear something profoundly different. You hear how you’ve sinned and how 
you’ve hurt others.  
 
And for Saul, struck by this light, he could hear the voice of heaven calling him: “Saul, Saul, why 
are you persecuting me?” Yet Saul did not comprehend fully at first what was going on. So he 
asked, “Who are you Lord?” If the light from heaven would stop him, he needed to know whom 
it was that was confronting him. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting” (Acts 9:5). And 
suddenly, it was clear. He had seen Jesus. Jesus was revealed to him, he would tell the Galatians 
(Gal. 1:16). 
 
At this moment, Saul was confronted by this reality: his reading of the Old Testament was not 
right. In fact, he was confronted with the reality that his reading had been wrong! He had been 
present in Acts 7, giving approval to the death of the Christian Stephen (Acts 7:58; 8:1). He had 
heard Stephen’s prayer to God for mercy upon those who were killing him (Acts 7:60). And this 
seemed to have provoked Saul, for he would testify later that he had been kicking against the 
goads – he had been prodded by the Lord himself, yet had resisted (Acts 26:14).  
 
But now he had heard the voice. And what did the voice say? “Why are you persecuting ME?” 
Saul hadn’t been killing Christ! He had been stomping out Jewish unbelief! But now he had seen 
the resurrected, ascended Christ, and he was being told that his death sentence against other 
Christians was actually an act of crucifying Christ all over again. And in that moment, Saul saw 
something profound. That those who confess Jesus as Lord are united to Christ and are his 
body. So to persecute and kill Christians was to do that to Christ himself. And to believe in 
Christ is to be united to him, joined to the body that is connected to Christ the head.  
 
This gives us something to think about. How we speak about other Christians, how we treat 
other Christians is how we treat Christ himself. We are so intimately connected to Christ that 
we become one with him! Saul would develop this idea of being linked to Christ in his letter to 
the Corinthians, talking about how we are all part of the body (1 Cor. 12). He would share to the 
Ephesians how all of Christ’s blessings are ours when we believe because we are “in Christ” 
(Eph. 1:3-14). Our union with Christ comes through salvation. Christ is ours and we are his.  
 
When you hear the voice of heaven, what happens is that you are forever changed in how you 
see Christ and his followers. So Paul could say to the Corinthians, “For as the sufferings of Christ 
abound for us, so also our comfort abounds through Christ” (2 Cor. 1:5).  
 
Go in the Power of the Ascended Christ 
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In just a few short chapters of Acts, Saul has gone from giving the approval to the death of 
Stephen to being baptized and becoming one of the greatest missionaries in the first century. 
How can this be? 
 
First, while we skipped from chapter 2 to 9, we can’t miss how God used bold witnesses like 
Stephen to bring about much good. Stephen prayed in 7:60 that the Lord would have mercy 
upon those who were doing such evil to him. And only a chapter later, the key hunter of 
Christians has been captured by Christ. And this should give us confidence that when we pray to 
the ascended Christ, his resurrection power is at work. He is able to take a heart of stone and 
stop someone in their tracks.  
 
Second, we should not miss what happens in vv. 11-19. Arrangements were made for Saul to 
stay in Damascus and he was visited by a disciple named Ananias. The task that Ananias was 
called to do was great. He was a respected and devout man, and he had been called by God to 
go to Saul – the one he knew as a persecutor of the Church.  
 
As Ananias went, he found Saul praying – a sign of a marked change in his heart. And as he 
heard from the Lord, this man would play a key role in the advance of the gospel in the first 
century. He would suffer much, but his sufferings would not be worth comparing to the glory 
that had been revealed to him. Because when we see the resurrected and ascended Christ, we 
can say and do hard things for him. So Ananias could pray for Saul and see that his blindness 
was removed by the scales falling from his eyes and then baptize him as a fellow brother in the 
Lord.  
 
Yet this man would be radically changed by the Lord. He would stay in Damascus three years 
and then have to flee for his life (9:25) because of his faith in Christ. The one who was a 
persecutor would be persecuted. But he would go in the power of the risen and ascended 
Christ to the ends of the earth to make the light of the gospel known in the face of Jesus Christ.  
 
Many Christians have found that they could not outrun the risen and ascended Christ. The great 
Oxford intellectual and writer C.S. Lewis would say that the moves of heaven had brought him 
to a place of surrender, that his pursuit of joy could only be found in Christ. And that when he 
finally surrendered to Christ, he was the most dejected convert in all of England. Yet as he 
reflected on his own conversion and how God had sought him, Lewis would write in his book 
Surprised by Joy that he had found himself like a chess player who had found that he had been 
brought into checkmate by the Lord. Yet as sad as this might sound, Lewis would say, “The 
hardness of God is kinder than the softness of men, and His compulsion is our liberation.” 
 
And so it is with us. When we see the glorious Christ and hear him call us to himself, we will go 
with his power to the ends of the earth and declare that he is on the move. So let’s go church! 
 
 


