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12 For just as the body is one and has many members , and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13  For in one Spirit we were all baptized 
into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and al l were made to drink of one Spirit. 
 
14 For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot should say, 
“Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the bo dy,” that would not make it any less a 
part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Be cause I am not an eye, I do not belong 
to the body,” that would not make it any less a par t of the body. 17 If the whole body were 
an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the  whole body were an ear, where would 
be the sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God arrange d the members in the body, each one 
of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single membe r, where would the body be? 20 As it 
is, there are many parts, yet one body. 
 
21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the 
feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be 
weaker are indispensable, 23 and on those parts of the body that we think less honorable 
we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater 
modesty, 24 which our more presentable parts do not  require. But God has so composed 
the body, giving greater honor to the part that lac ked it, 25 that there may be no division 
in the body, but that the members may have the same  care for one another. 26 If one 
member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together. 
 
What is connection? 
-we are inherently social beings 
-Marriage effect upon mortality 
-Proper connection implies a sense of “dependence” upon each other, and we struggle with that 
because this ‘dependence’ bumps up against our longing for ‘independence’. I do not know if we 
have ever heard so much talk about “community” and I do not doubt people like the idea of 
harmonious community, insofar as it doesn’t tell us how to live.  
 
-once we had broad consensus with respect to objective values 
 -far more common objects and patterns to worship for example 
 -and a shared sense of need and dependence that we would submit to for the good of 
our community and for each other.  
 
Our communities now get fractionalized into small subsets of community in which we may feel 
affirmed and celebrated for our autonomy and independence. 
 
Paul presents a picture of community that values, and flourishes under, diversity and unity.   
 
Paul’s structure is straightforward: 
-Starts with an idea presented by a common metaphor 
-Then applies the idea in a couple of ways for the church 
 
In what ways is a Christian community (a church) connected? 
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1) Connected by Christ 
 
Read vv12-14 
 
Verse 12 presents the basic idea: a body has many parts.  
 
The logic is basic: the body is one with many members, all the many members are one body. 
 
He then finishes the sentence in a surprising way: “so it is with Christ.” We expect him to say, 
“so it is with the church.” The church, and its many divisions, is really the key theme throughout 
Paul’s letter to the church at Corinth. This isn’t his first metaphor either; he has compared them 
already to a field and a building. He now uses a picture so intuitive and easy that it could be 
explained to a child. But before making his application he lays an important foundation and does 
so by making Christ central. He is talking about the church, but he is careful to note that we are 
not merely a people gathered (a body of people); we are specifically Christ’s body. For Paul, one 
cannot separate Christ from his Church. Last week Pastor Andrew preached from Colossians 
1:18 which states that Christ is the “head” of the body, the church. Moreover, from the same 
passage we see that Christ created the church, sustains the church, and is the goal of the 
church. The Church is from Christ, in Christ, and for Christ. You don’t have one without the 
other. Yet this is the cultural trajectory (and, sadly, amongst some Christians as well). The idea 
that we can separate Jesus from his Church: “Jesus is great, the Church … not so much”.  
 
Churches, as every organization does, long for unity. To aim for unity, as if that is our primary 
goal, is foolishness. Human-centred unity, even with well-intentioned aspirations, is a moving 
target. Christ is the one “who changes not”, who is beginning and end; if we move away from the 
centrality of Christ we give away that which is the Church’s unique treasure – and only hope for 
true unity.  
 
That said, Paul does present a paradox: how can he speak of the one and the many? He gives 
his answer in verse 13 as he injects a little bit of theology before the practical application.  
 
“For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one bod y – Jews or Greeks, slaves or free – 
and all were made to drink of one Spirit .”  
 
He is not speaking literally of the rite of baptism, but uses that language of immersion to 
emphasize what happens when we are converted (born again, come to faith etc). The Spirit 
marks the beginning of Christian life. To the Romans Paul wrote:  
 
14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are son s of God. 15 For you did not receive the 
spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you h ave received the Spirit of adoption as 
sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit  himself bears witness with our spirit 
that we are children of God, 17 and if children, th en heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs 
with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order t hat we may also be glorified with him . 
(8:14-17) 
 
Paul uses “baptised” creatively elsewhere as well, speaking of us being “baptised into Christ” – 
those who have been baptised into Christ have “put on” Christ. It allows Paul to emphasize the 
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radical newness of life and orientation we have “in Christ”. We are “immersed”, as it where, into 
a new humanity, a new way of living, a new way of understanding. This “Spirit-led” life creates 
an immediate spiritual solidarity between believers: they have each experienced the same Spirit 
and been placed within the same body – the body of Christ. Surely you have experienced this 
kind of kinship with believers? My experience with classmates from different cultural 
backgrounds, for example.  
 
What may polarize the world, does not (or at least should not) divide the church. Jews/Greeks, 
slaves/free; racial and social divisions have no place in Christ’s body. This was the problem at 
Paul’s beloved, but very flawed church at Corinth. All of the class distinctions and social 
hierarchies were now played out in similar ways in their spiritual community.  
 
Story of Meneius Agrippa: Roman writer who also made use of a “body” metaphor. He used it to 
quell an plebian uprising, appeal to their social duty to support the patricians (favoured men of 
society). Hence, it was a way of promoting social order through the understood hierarchies of 
society. Paul uses the body metaphor to turn this upside down as he, if anything, advocates for 
the marginalized and places everyone (Jew/Greek; slave/free) as equals at the foot of the cross. 
 
So, he issues challenges to two kinds of people: the inferior and the superior, from which I will 
draw two applications.  
 
Besides being connected by Christ we are connected for Christ. 
 
2. Connected for Christ . 
 
Verses 15-20 
 
Paul gets into the nitty-gritty of how bodies work. He relates us to feet, hands, ears, eyes for 
example and poses a question in verse 17: “If the who body were an eye, where would be the 
sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell?” He is 
dealing with the sense of inferiority so many have, that deep inside gnawing question of “do I 
matter?” I feel insignificant, would anybody notice if I wasn’t here at all? Often, this inferiority 
works out in our desires to be something different than who we are. We want to be an eye rather 
than a toe, so to speak. Paul addresses this succinctly and powerfully. He appeals to our 
understanding of what a body is and how its many members contribute different elements to the 
whole. He acknowledges what you are feeling, but says what you are feeling is not the truth. 
V16: “And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye , I do not belong to the body,” 
that would not make it less a part of the body .”   
 
Secondly, he speaks of the necessity of diversity. In v19, “If all were a single member, where 
would the body be ?”  
 -long-term perspective helps as well. 
 
Perhaps most importantly, this is God’s design. In v18 he writes, “But as it is, God arranged 
the members in the body, each one of them, as he ch ose .” This is our fundamental 
understanding of Christ’s building of his Church, including ours. When he places you into his 
body, he takes the common grace in your life (gifts, talent, personality etc) and adds the 
particular grace gifts that are just for you and your calling, and creates this new person in and for 
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Christ. You take up residency in his body and contribute to the body in a way that is just right for 
you.   
 
To the inferior, Christ says: “I need you.” We say, “we need you.” 
 
 
 
 
3. Connected for Each Other 
 
He now speaks to the superior in verses 21 to 26. These are the people tempted to say, “I have 
no need of you.” He says the head cannot say to the feet, “I have no need of you.” He 
acknowledges that there is a prevailing thought that there are parts that are weaker or less 
honouble. But the way he says it is revealing: there are parts that seem  weaker. However, he 
says, this is also wrong thinking. Theses seemingly insignificant, or less honourable parts, are 
indispensable.  
 
Our value systems vs God’s 
 -radically different 
  
 
So, Paul gives this warning to never say, “I have no need of you.” What is the result? Two 
things: 
i) No division (v25a)  
 -not uniformity; does not mean no differences 
 -“division” speaks to fracture, or a rent garment (a great tear)  
 -actually, great diversity, but in harmony 
-a symphony is a great example of this … 
 
Besides no division, 
ii) “that the members may have the same care for one another.” (25b) 
If we are called to love our enemies and pray for those who persecute us (Matt 5:43-48), how 
much more to we love, pray for, pray with, care about, our brothers and sisters in Christ.  
 
“If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honoured, all rejorice together.” 
I felt this in my body a week and a half ago (Covid experience). 
 
  
-Can you do that in our church? 
-are there people you would struggle to suffer with or rejoice with?  
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