


God descended upon Jesus (Mark 1:9-11). And now, what no eye had 
seen nor ear heard (64:4) has been made known to us by the Spirit (1 
Cor. 2:9-10) - the glorious message that the king, servant, and         
messenger foretold in Isaiah is the crucified and risen Christ (1 Cor. 2). 
He will come again and trample the enemies of God with fury (Rev. 
19:11-15) and bring a lasting and sure kingdom that will never fail,          
marrying his bride and being with her forever (Rev. 19:6-10). So when 
we pray, "your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven" (Matt 6:10), we are confessing that God must rend the        
heavens and come down. He has done it, and he will do it again. In this 
we hope! 
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first coming the year of salvation (Luke 4:16-20), and so now is the 
time when the good news must be announced. 
While all the oracles of judgment against the nations were in the early 
chapters, now there are words of salvation (Isa. 60:1-14), for mercy  
triumphs over judgment (Jas. 2:13b). By the light of Christ, God will 
bring the nations into the City of the Lord (Rev. 21:21-26). But there is 
still a coming day of judgment; for at his second coming, Christ will put 
an end to all evil and establish peace forevermore (Rev. 21:27). So now 
is the time where we put on the Lord's armour (Eph. 6:10-18) and 
share the good news of Jesus, and pray, "Even so Lord Jesus, come!” 

During Advent 2018, I planned to read through the book of Isaiah and 
spend time each morning thinking about the glorious message of Christ. 
I would write a summary of the reading and shared it online each day. 
The result is what you hold in your hands. Spending Advent with      
Isaiah prepared my heart for Christmas, and my hope is that these  
reflections will do the same for you. 
 

The book of Isaiah has been called “The Fifth Gospel,” and for good 
reason. The New Testament’s use of “gospel” has strong connections to 
Isaiah (40:9). The setting of the book is gloomy: though God’s people 
have disobeyed his commands, broken his covenant, and deserve  
judgment, God will come to bring peace and salvation to those who 
trust him (52:7). 
 

Isaiah sees that there will be a King (chs. 1-39), a Servant (chs. 40-55), 
and a Messenger (chs. 56-66) who will come to bring salvation. In the 
political and spiritual turmoil of his day, Isaiah looks forward to the 
coming of Jesus Christ and the glorious future he will bring. His      
message is more than individual salvation (it certainly includes our       
forgiveness of sins), but this salvation includes the renewal of all things. 
God will save sinners and redeem the creation. 
 

In his message of hope, Isaiah looks backwards and forwards: from the 
first exodus to a new exodus; from the creation to the new creation; to 
the first Jerusalem to the new Jerusalem; from the first Davidic king to 
the new Davidic King. The book may be challenging to read, but       
digging deep you will find that Isaiah’s message is to produce joy. You 
will be surprised at how relevant Isaiah is for our day. 
 

A few people made this work so much better, and the result is what 
you hold in your hands. With an editorial eye, Andrew MacLeod    
improved this work with his comments and suggestions. Amy Nelham 
used her artistic skill to make this booklet appealing and accessible. The 
mistakes that remain are my own! 
 

My prayer for you is that you will find this good news of great joy is 
for you, and that your heart might sing with delight in Christ this     
Advent season.  
 

Andrew Hall 
November 2019 



came to show us that he was the way of God's salvation (Jn. 14:6), 
challenging the blind religious leaders of his day (Matt. 23:1-33) and 
bringing freedom to the weak and poor, while liberating those in       
bondage (Luke 4:16-21). The day of salvation has come, so our religious 
activity should be seen in our love for neighbour and our desire to live 
rightly with them (Titus 2:11-15). That's how we await the final day and 
enjoy God's Sabbath rest now (Heb. 4:9-11)! 

In his Advent sermon, German pastor and theologian Dietrich        
Bonhoeffer commented: 
 
"The celebration of Advent is possible only to those who are troubled in 
soul, who know themselves to be poor and imperfect, and who look 
forward to something greater to come. For these, it is enough to wait in 
humble fear until the Holy One himself comes down to us, God in the 
child in the manger. God comes. The Lord Jesus comes. Christmas 
comes. Christians rejoice!" 1 

 
Reading Isaiah during Advent will provoke the soul. The book         
authentically speaks to the brokenness of our world and the reality of 
judgment. At the same time, this harsh reality stirs a longing in the soul 
for something greater to come. Isaiah saw a people who had been 
reared by God, yet now they had become rebellious (1:2). Now there is 
only gloom, dread, the waywardness. Hope will come, but only when 
there is a realization that the people are poor in spirit.  
 
Isaiah notes that the people’s hearts are far from the Lord, as evi-
denced by their wickedness, injustice, and oppression (1:4). Her worship 
is corrupt (1:10-17) and she needs purification in heart and action (1:16ff). 
And God invites her to repent and receive his forgiveness and cleansing 
(1:18-20). The people of God (Zion) will be redeemed by justice and 
her repentant ones by righteousness (1:27). Final redemption will come 
to those who walk in righteousness and justice, but judgment awaits 
those who continue in rebellion (1:27-31)  
 
But a day is coming when God will dwell again with humanity, and 
justice and peace will prevail (2:1-4). Until that day, we hear Isaiah’s 
cry: “Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord” (2:5) and we wait and 
pray with the apostle John, “Yes, Come Lord Jesus!” (Rev. 22:20b)! 

December 1st 
Read Isaiah 1:1-2:5 

1 From Bonhoeffer’s December 2, 1928 sermon from Rev. 3:20. Quoted in Edwin Robinson, Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer’s Christmas Sermons (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2005), 21.  



December 2nd 
Read Isaiah 2:6-5:30 

Superstitious. Wealthy. Arrogant. Fortune tellers advertise their           
services. Financial services abound. This description sounds like Western 
nations. But it is the description of God’s people – both in modern times 
and Isaiah’s day. Adopting mysticism (2:6) and arrogant from the  
comfort of wealth (2:7-8), God says that his people will be humbled 
and he alone will be exalted (2:9-11). His judgment will cause men to 
flee and seek refuge (2:10, 19-21; cf. Rev. 6:12-17), for no one can hide 
from God in the splendour of his majesty (2:12-21).  
 
God’s people live without any regard to God’s ways – they worship 
other gods and are greedy (2:7-8). Judah will be weakened (3:1), ruled 
by the immature (3:2-4), and Zion will be ashamed as she is taken into 
exile (3:16ff; 5:26-30) because they have called good evil and evil good 
(5:20). Instead of being a vine that produces a bountiful harvest, God’s 
people have become a wild vine with bad fruit (5:1-25). People are 
drunk, arrogant, unjust, and corrupt (5:20-25). God will not tolerate 
such wickedness.  
 
But God will send a future king to restore his people (4:2ff) and will 
restore his beauty in Zion (4:5-6). There will be a king who comes who 
will reign forever and ever (the Branch of the Lord – 4:2). We know 
who this king is! The only way that the righteous shall live (3:10) is if 
the Lord would forgive and rescue his people (4:3-4)! And when he 
comes, he will make his people a fruitful vineyard as they remain            
connected to him (John 15:1-5), producing love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (Gal. 5:22).  

December 21st 
Read Isaiah 56-58 

Seeing presents under the tree can be one of the hardest experiences 
for young children. The anticipation of presents already wrapped but 
not yet able to be opened - this characterizes the life of the Christian. 
Advent is when we live in between the times - knowing the promises, 
yet waiting for their fulfillment. Isaiah 56-66 helps us to live in between 
the times by listening to the voice of the Messenger. 
 
These chapters focus on the time that will come after the exile, a    
troubled time (recorded in Ezra & Nehemiah); and so the prophet's 
words call for steadfastness in this in-between time, and to develop 
faithfulness now. Since God's salvation is coming, now is the time to do 
what is right by obeying and trusting God's commands given to Moses 
concerning the Sabbath rest (56:1-2). Those who have been excluded 
(foreigners, eunuchs) will be brought in to the blessing because they 
trust the Lord (and are given an everlasting name, 56:5) and follow 
his ways (56:3-8). But Israel's religious leaders are blind and            
self-indulgent when they should be watching for the righteousness of 
God to be revealed (56:9-57:2). By following in the way of pagan   
religions, they are left with no fear of God. This has resulted in          
compromised behaviour and trusting in powerless idols (57:3-13). But 
God will remove the obstacles in the way, and will heal his people if 
they are humble and lowly. That is the kind of person with whom the 
High and Exalted God loves to dwell (57:14-21).  
 
But doing mere religious activity doesn't guarantee God's presence (58:1
-2). The kind of religion God wants is one of repentance, not                   
self-indulgence; one that shares with the poor, cares for those in need, 
and helps free those in bondage; not a religion where one quarrels           
before resuming pious religious duty (58:3-7). Religious activity which 
demonstrates a life of repentance is the religion God wants; and those 
who live that life enjoy the light of God's blessings as the Day                
approaches, the day where sin and oppression shall cease (58:8-12). 
 
Since God revives the lowly (57:15), it is no surprise that Jesus came as 
a poor baby to a working-class family (Matt 1:18ff; Luke 2:1-21). He  



forsaken and established the everlasting covenant of peace by his own 
blood (Rom. 8:31ff; Heb. 9:11-14)! We are the beginning of his new       
creation work which will one day be realized through the entire          
universe (Rom. 8:18-25)! 

December 3rd 
Read Isaiah 6-8 

“The gospel of Jesus Christ is more political than anyone imagines, but 
in a way that no one guesses.” 1 You can try to untangle religion and 
politics, but the result will be disasterous. Christ is political – but not 
how you think he is political. 
 
God is the God of the nations, and he will demonstrate that the earth 
belongs to him. Isaiah 1-39 is the message of God's kingship. 
 
The year King Uzziah dies, Isaiah sees the King of kings (6:1-4) and 
becomes deeply aware of his own sin and need for cleansing (6:5-7). 
Once forgiven and cleansed, Isaiah is commissioned to speak to God's 
people who are without moral leadership and will result in their         
desolation and exile (6:8-13). The land will be ruined (7:18-25). 
 
But God has not abandoned his people. He will give a sign – from         
David’s house a virgin shall conceive a child, and he will be named 
'God with us.’ God will establish his reign through David's line (7:11-14). 
But for now, God will take his people into exile (8:1-10) and will hide his 
face from his people (8:17). Although they blame God for their            
desolation, they ought to seek God, and his instruction and testimony, 
for this will be their light (8:20). Without his Word, there is only         
distress and darkness (8:22). 
 
Into this world came Immanuel – God with us (Matt. 1:18-25). Born 
from David’s line (Luke 2:4), Jesus came as the Word of God (John 1:1-
4, 14) bringing the words of eternal life (John 6:68-69). Some will  
stumble at his teaching like one stumbles over a stone (8:14, cf. 1 Pe. 
2:8), but others will see that there is no other hope but in Christ alone 
(8:17; 1 Tim. 1:1). 

1 Eugene Peterson, Reversed Thunder (San Francisco: Harper Collins, 1991), 117.  



December 4th 
Read Isaiah 9-10 

Something has gone wrong in the social, economic, moral, and cultural 
fabric of the West, and populism is a growing response. People are 
looking for leadership in government to address the problems of        
stagnant wages, moral confusion, economic hardship, and cultural       
conflict. People expect that government can solve these problems and 
bring about a better world. 
 
Similar expectations of the government of Judah existed during Isaiah’s 
day. The Lord says a day is coming when light will shine and the        
people will see it. Joy will increase because the people will enter into the 
kingdom of peace under the perfect king. This king will be a child who 
will bring to fulfillment all that God promised to David, establishing 
peace and justice forever (9:1-7). 
 
But the message has fallen on deaf ears. There will be national disaster 
(9:8-12), political ruin (9:13-17), social collapse (9:18-21), and moral      
anarchy (10:1-4). God will use Assyria as the rod of discipline while, at 
the same time, judging Assyria for her arrogance (10:5-19). But in his 
discipline, God will save a remnant of Israel (10:20ff) which will be set 
free from their oppression (10:27-34). 
 
People want politics to solve moral problems. But political leaders are 
just as fallen as we are, and sometimes more so (9:14-16; 10:1-3). If       
politics is just as flawed as our world, where will hope come from?  
 
When Handel wrote his masterpiece, The Messiah, he understood this 
passage in light of the redemptive story of the Bible: the King is going 
to come to break the oppression of sin and evil. The Lord Jesus is this 
political leader - Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting 
Father, the Prince of Peace! 

December 20th 
Read Isaiah 54-55 

Living in peace and security is something we take for granted. We do 
not face threats to our daily existence like those of Isaiah's day. And yet 
we do live with economic insecurity, relational instability, and cultural 
uncertainty. We feel our lack of security in this world and long for 
peace. 
 
Isaiah 54 and 55 point to a covenant of peace and an invitation to live 
securely. God will overcome Israel's difficult exile just as he overcame 
Abraham and Sarah’s lack of children, making the children of this new 
covenant more numerous than those of the old (54:1-3), thus fulfilling 
the promise God made to Abraham. He will overcome the shame of 
Israel's youth (her slavery in Egypt), as well as her present exile, in 
which God has both disciplined Israel and hidden himself (54:4-8). The 
exile is compared to the flood of Noah's day and Zion’s children to  
Noah’s descendants (54:9-17), for the servants of the Lord (54:17) can 
rest in the redemption secured by the servant of the Lord through his 
suffering and vindication (52:13-53:12). And so there is an invitation to 
a great and free banquet (55:1-3a), a feast that celebrates the        
everlasting covenant, the fulfilment of the promises to David which will 
extend to the whole earth. It will not come by military might but 
through a call (55:3b-5). So all people should seek the mercy of God 
(55:6-7), trusting in God's unfailing word (55:7-11) which promises joy 
and security. Just as Noah had the sign of the rainbow (Gen 9:12-17), 
Abraham the sign of circumcision (Gen. 17:9-14), and Moses the sign of 
Sabbath rest (Ezekiel 20:11-12), so we have the sign of God's            
everlasting covenant: a world which will be transformed (55:12-13). 
 
In Jesus Christ, he has made a new covenant for us, his body and 
blood given for the forgiveness of sins (Matt. 26:26-30). And just as 
God commanded Adam and Noah to be fruitful and multiply (Gen. 
1:28; 9:1), so now he promises to multiply a people which will fill the 
earth (Isa. 54:1-3) as we bring the good news of Jesus Christ to all       
nations (Matt. 28:16-20). He is establishing his new creation, beginning 
with us (2 Cor. 5:17). It is the gospel that secures for us the promise 
that God will never leave nor forsake us because Jesus has been         



December 19th 
Read Isaiah 51-53 

Life is full of trouble. Hardships abound: broken relationships, distressing 
news about friends, health concerns – all these things can cause us to 
wonder if we can press on in faith. On top of all of these burdens, 
Christians are strangers in a strange land.  
 

The choice at the end of Isaiah 50 was clear – either trust in the light 
and blessing of the Lord and his Servant, or light your own fire and lie 
down in torment (50:10-11). Now Isaiah 51 begins with a word of       
comfort to the righteous (51:1). The Lord reminds the tiny remnant of 
faithful people among the discouraged exiles of his promise to           
Abraham which should give them hope: if God can make a nation 
from a barren couple, he can make Zion like a new Eden (51:1-3). His 
coming justice and his saving light to the nations will outlast the           
universe (51:4-6). Though his people are despised, those who have his 
law in their hearts must be anchored by his word and not be ashamed, 
for his righteousness endures forever (51:6-8). So God’s people should 
pray for another exodus, because God has promised to rescue his peo-
ple and bring them into Zion with unending joy (51:9-11). God should 
not be forgotten, for his salvation is great (51:12-16). So these comforts 
should revive the soul and awaken their hearts for God is acting on 
their behalf (51:17-23). God’s people should awaken to the future which 
God has prepared for them. Their spiritual bondage will be removed, 
their identity will be realized, and good news will come as God acts in 
justice, bringing salvation for a people freed from exile (52:1-12). 
 

And now the Lord’s Servant clearly comes into view. He is a saving 
servant, a priest (52:15, 53:10) who bears their iniquities (53:11), whose 
arm is powerful to save (51:9; 52:10; 53:1). He acts wisely in the face of 
suffering (52:13-53:3), atoning for the people’s sin (53:4-6) by         
becoming the sacrificial lamb (53:7-9), and whose person and work is 
vindicated by God (53:10-12) 
 

All throughout this passage, we hear of the great hope of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. In this world we will have trouble. But we should take 
heart – the Lamb of God has overcome the world (John 1:29; 16:33)! 
Christ is our priest, our sacrifice, and the Saviour who delivers us from 
our sins (Heb. 5:7-10; Heb. 10:14; Matt. 1:21; 2 Cor. 5:21)! 

December 5th 
Read Isaiah 11-12 

Quite often, people vote for the lesser of two evils – there is no ideal 
candidate who embodies all of their values. Who most closely          
represents what I believe? Who will bring the kind of change that I 
value? Having ideals suggests that we long for something transcendent.  
 
Isaiah 11-12 brings us to the first major division in the book. The ideal 
king will bring just and righteous change as the Lord is praised in Zion. 
Out of the stump will come a fresh shoot (11:1); God’s people will be 
exiled, but out of that exile will come a new work (6:13).  
 
This new work out of the old stump comes from David’s line:            
empowered by the Spirit (11:2), the Messiah himself will rule in justice 
(11:3-5), establishing peace so that death and destruction will come to 
an end (11:6-9). God will again gather his people and the nations will 
come to him (11:10-16). God will be in the midst of his people and they 
will rejoice (12:1-6). The Lord, the Davidic king, the mighty God, will be 
their strength and song and will become their salvation, a salvation that 
satisfies their thirsty souls (12:2-3). 
 
In Jesus Christ, the longing of our soul is realized. He is the living water 
who quenches the thirst of the soul (John 4:10, 13-14). He is the            
presence of God who has come to dwell with humanity (John 1:14). 
And he is the One who shall reign forever and ever, whose kingdom 
shall never know an end (Revelation 11:15)! 



December 6th 
Read Isaiah 13-16 

No one likes talking about God's judgment. Any talk of God’s judgment 
will cause people to recoil. It seems harsh and awful. Yet within the 
message of judgment is both warning and hope: don't put your trust in 
the wrong places, but trust in God alone! 
 
God speaks to Isaiah about His judgment against Babylon (13:1-22; 14:3-
23), Philistia (14:28-32), and Moab (15:1-16:14). But these words are not 
spoken to those nations, but to the people of Judah. Why tell God’s 
people of the judgment of the nations? 
 
Babylon was a rising superpower that would compete with Assyria; 
and both nations would collapse (13:17-19; 14:24-27). Throughout the 
Bible, Babylon represents the nations scattered at Babel (Gen. 11:1ff). 
She symbolizes the national power which defies God and murders His 
people, and she will be destroyed (Rev. 17-19). 
 
While Judah may be tempted to trust in political alliances and power 
with godless nations, the Lord of the Armies (Lord of Hosts) will        
overthrow these powers on the day of the Lord (13:4-6; 14:24-27)      
because of their sinful pride and arrogance (13:11; 16:6). 
 
While the nations trust in their gods (14:12-15), these gods prove  
worthless and powerless. God's people must remember that there is 
only one throne that will be established in steadfast love: the throne of 
David where justice and righteousness will be pursued forever (16:5). 
 
There is only One King who shall reign over the world in peace and 
justice: Jesus Christ! While some trust in military might, God's people 
must trust in the Lord our God, ruler of the nations (cf. Ps. 20:7)! 

December 18th 
Read Isaiah 49-50 

Who do you listen to when you need a word of comfort, of direction, 
of hope? In times of affliction, we find no help in intelligence, intellect, 
and power. The best word of comfort, direction, and hope usually 
comes from someone who identifies with you in your suffering. 
 

This is what the Servant does. Again, the Servant speaks; but he 
speaks to the world (49:1), bringing a message of hope and salvation. 
He has spoken hard words (49:2) and has been rejected (49:4). Yet he 
presses on because he has been chosen from birth to bring Jacob back 
to God and to be the light to the nations - the former a task that Israel 
had failed to do. (49:5-7). Thus the people of Jacob AND the nations 
will be brought back to the land to praise God for his universal work 
(49:8-13).  
 

Yet Zion complains that she has been forgotten (49:14; cf. 40:27). But 
God has not forgotten her: he has loved her like a mother does her 
nursing child. When they have returned from exile, God will make her 
descendants too numerous for the land because her children will not 
only consist of her own physical offspring, but others as well (49:15-21). 
Every nation will work to bring God's people home and know that the 
Lord is God (49:22-23); and every opposition to God will be thwarted 
(49:24-26). So God has not divorced his people and abandoned them 
(50:1-3). The question, then, is why didn't they come when he called 
them (50:2)? But the Servant will remain obedient and faithful despite 
abuse, setting his face like flint towards fulfilling the mission, and will be 
vindicated by God (50:4-9). So the choice is clear - will people listen to 
the Servant who brings light (50:10) or walk in their own light of      
torment (50:11)? 
 

In the face of abuse, scorn, and rejection, Jesus Christ, the obedient set 
his face like flint towards Jerusalem (Luke 9:51). He did this mission  
because he was confident that he would be vindicated by God (Phil. 
2:9-11). This is the reason that Christians can look to Christ in the face of 
discouragement, despair, and hopelessness, remembering that nothing 
can separate us from God's love (Rom. 8:31-39). It is the crucified 
Christ, the suffering Servant, who not only brings us a word of comfort, 
but brings us to God (1 Pe. 3:18)! 



December 22nd 
Read Isaiah 59-61 

When evil abounds and it feels like we make no difference in the 
world, how do we carry on? The darkness can feel so dark and     
hopeless. Is there any light to be found anywhere? 
 
Isaiah 59 sounds like the present experience of many - wondering why 
God doesn't save. But the picture here is of Israel after the exile - in sin 
and without hope. The problem is not God's ability to save (59:1) but 
the sin of his people and their crooked ways (59:2-8). If the discipline of 
the exile was unable to create softened hearts, what can be done?   
Collective repentance is the way back (59:9-15a). The only way back 
to God is God's own arm as he puts on armour to destroy the enemies 
and bring salvation (59:15b-19). God's messenger will come and bring 
redemption in the power of the Spirit (59:20-21). And Zion will return 
- not from exile, but to God who is their light (the shining light is not 
the sun but God himself, 60:19). It is God's light that will shine,         
dispelling the darkness, and bringing nations to himself with their gold 
and frankincense (60:2-7). It is a global salvation with people from the 
ends of the earth coming to the City of the Lord; but also a global 
judgment for those who do not embrace the Holy One of Israel and his 
City (60:8-16). When God chooses to act, there will only be peace, 
prosperity, and righteousness; and the people will live, not with sorrow, 
but with the light of God's presence (60:17-22). The present               
circumstances cannot continue. So God will bring his blessing and 
judgement by his Messenger (61:1-2). The year of jubilee favour will 
see the rebuilding of what was ruined and the restoration of joy (61:3-
7). The reason why God will restore that which is broken is because he 
is a God of justice (61:8-9). The response to God's salvation and the 
clothing of righteousness which he gives to his people will be praise 
throughout the whole world (61:10-11). 
 
We still live in a broken, sin-filled world. Paul quotes Isaiah 59 when he 
speaks of the universal problem of sin (Rom. 3:15-17). He sees that the 
clothing of righteousness comes from Jesus Christ (Rom. 3:21-26). He is 
the light of the world (Jn. 8:12). Even from his birth, the nations come to 
him with their gold and frankincense (Matt. 2:1-12). He announces in his  



December 23rd 
Read Isaiah 62-64 

When we read the soaring promises of Isaiah 61 concerning the        
rebuilding and restoring of all that has been broken, our temptation is 
to ask, "What can I do to make things better? How can I bring God's 
kingdom? 
 
But Isaiah 61 is not a call for God's people to do something to see the 
kingdom come. It is a call to trust in the Sovereign Lord who will speak 
and act by his Messenger, establishing glory in Zion, the city of the 
great King. Isaiah won't keep silent until this glory happens - he will 
pray, giving God no rest until his promises come to pass (62:1-7), and 
he will watch for the coming judgment foretold in 61:2. Zion, God's city, 
will no longer be desolate and rejected, but will be called “My Delight is 
in Her” and “Married” (62:4) - a picture of God's covenantal faithfulness 
to his people, his love abounding in forgiveness of sins and redemption 
(62:8-12). 
 
But God's vengeance will come. Speaking as a watchman, Isaiah sees 
that the Messiah would march towards Zion as a warrior, victorious in 
battle, defeating all his foes (63:1-6). So Isaiah prays, remembering 
God's goodness, especially his rescue of Israel in Moses' day. But the 
problem had been the people's deep rebellion against God, so deep 
that God became their enemy (63:7-14). So the only place Isaiah could 
turn to was the Lord, full of tenderness and compassion. He pleads 
with the Lord that God himself would come down. The only hope for 
salvation is God himself (63:15-64:1). When God acts, it is unlike      
anything any eye has seen or ear heard. Israel's sin is great, and the 
only way they can be saved from their filthy deeds and would-be 
righteous acts (which are like filthy rags) is if God acts, not because of 
their righteousness but because of his great mercy and grace (64:8-12). 
 
When the apostles read these verses, they saw the renewed Jerusalem 
from above. The writer of Hebrews would call this the city of the living 
God (Heb. 12:22), a better heavenly homeland (Heb. 11:14, 16) the city 
whose builder and designer is God himself (Heb. 11:10). At Christ’s  
baptism, Mark says that the heavens were torn open and the Spirit of  
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December 24th 
Read Isaiah 65-66 

What do we do when we see injustice and evil and it seems that God 
is silent? Will we trust in God or will we abandon him? 
 
In response to Isaiah's prayer for God to come down (64:1), the Lord 
responds by saying that he has revealed himself over and over to his 
people, a people who did not seek him or call on him (65:1). The       
problem has not been with God but with those who walk in ways that 
are not good. The problem is persistent rebellion which says to God, 
"Stay away from me!" But God responds to Isaiah's question of          
whether or not he will deal with sin (64:12), and answers yes - sin will 
be repaid (65:2-7). Though God will judge and destroy those who        
reject him and worship false gods, he will remember his people and 
preserve a remnant, making their land great and enjoyable (65:8-16). 
Even better than a rebuilt Jerusalem will be new heavens and a new 
earth; a new Jerusalem where there will be no more weeping or death 
but only abundant Life. It will be a place where God will meet all his 
people’s needs before they ask (65:17-25). 
 
For God has never wanted a temple to dwell in (66:1-2), even though 
Isaiah looks toward a day where the current temple would be             
destroyed and Jerusalem and its temple rebuilt. Religious activity is of 
no value if the heart is far from God. For God will deal with all sin and 
evil (66:3-6); but he will also bless his people, and they will know of his 
comfort and presence like a child held by its mother (66:7-14). God will 
deal with his enemies once and for all (66:15-17, 24), and his glory will 
be made known the whole world wide (66:18-23). So will we trust in 
his word? Will we remain a people characterized by humility and  
godly fear? 
 
As we wait for the day of Christ, we are to remain steadfast and        
immovable, keeping our hope in the Lord (1 Cor. 15:58). Though we 
experience many troubles at the present time, we remember that Jesus 
has overcome the world and that these momentary afflictions are         
producing for us an eternity of glory (Jn. 16:33; Rom. 8:18)!    



bring freedom to the captives; so they should listen (48:16)! 
 
Jesus comes to free us from human forms of religion. Human religion 
says "Do!" and is never satisfied. But Jesus Christ hangs from a cross 
and says "Done!" (John 19:30; Gal. 2:15-16). His work on the cross was 
the mortal blow to human pride and to Babylon's godless lust for blood 
and power across the ages (Rev. 17-18). So we ought to hear the word 
of Christ, fleeing worldly lusts and saying 'no' to godlessness while we 
await the blessed hope of Jesus Christ who will come again, just as he 
gave himself to redeem us from lawlessness and to cleanse a people for 
his own possession (Titus 2:11-14), to the praise of his glory. 

December 7th 
Read Isaiah 17-19 

The pressure to form political alliances is great. In the 1980s, the Moral 
Majority aligned itself with the Republican Party in the USA to push 
back against the sexual revolution. But in 1989, the group dissolved as 
donations dried up and leader Jerry Falwell announced (from Las   
Vegas) that the Christian Right had done what it was supposed to do. 
But had it really accomplished its goals?  
 
In Isaiah's day, Judah's king Ahaz had been urged to join forces with 
Syria and Israel to keep back superpower Assyria (Isa. 7). With Judah 
being threatened by these two, Isaiah speaks an oracle against Syria 
(Damascus, Isa. 17) and Ephraim (Israel, 17:3). They will be laid to 
waste (17:12-15) by Assyria with a few people left like grain at the edge 
of a field (17:4-6) because of their worship of fertility gods (17:7-11). 
 
But Cush (Cush - 18:1-6) will be no help either (18:1-6). Egypt will be 
crushed (19:1-15) and the Lord of the Armies will be victorious (Lord of 
Hosts - 19:16-25); and the Lord who fights for his people will be known 
and worshipped throughout the earth (19:19-26). One day the banner 
of the Lord will be raised (18:3) and all nations will worship the Lord of 
the Armies, bringing gifts to him (18:7). 
 
When Jesus was born, Matthew tells us that Magi came with gifts 
from afar (possibly lands such as Egypt), and bowed before Jesus to 
worship and adore him (Matt. 2:9-11). One day, people from every 
tribe and tongue, people and nation will bow and worship (Rev. 5:9). 
So why trust in political alliances when the Lord himself will judge the 
nations? One day, they will all bow and worship him and confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord (Phil. 2:10-11). And for that day we pray and wait. 



December 8th 
Read Isaiah 20-23 

Often we pray and wait, and wait and pray, wondering if our prayers 
are heard. It can be hard to wait - we want God to act now! Yet God 
is working out his global purposes, and often we must wait since we do 
not know how the pieces of life fit together in God's universal plan. 
 
God will expose the folly of self-placed hope, and Isaiah is to play the 
part of a captive as Egypt and Cush will be humiliated by Assyria. 
Their shame in being led away as captives will reveal the condition of 
their souls - pitiful and naked (20:1-4). Hope cannot be found in political 
or military power (20:5-6). 
 
Instead, hope is found in the God of the Armies. While Babylon        
(21:1-10), Arabia (21:13-17), and Tyre (23:1-18) are filled with pride and 
self-glory (23:9), they will be humiliated and shamed (23:9b). Even 
God's people in Jerusalem are full of recklessness and treacherous         
partying so that the city of Jerusalem, the mountain of the Lord, has 
become a valley and the vision of the Lord has been lost to sinful    
indulgence (22:1ff). 
 
God will decree the fall of human power (23:7-9). God will remove the 
worthless and self-seeking Jerusalem official Shebna (22:15-19), and in 
his place will put Eliakim, a man who is insufficient for the task (22:20-
25). But one day a King will come who will reign with authority (the 
One who has the key of David - cf. Rev. 3:7) over all the nations. 
 
So we wait and pray, trusting that God is working not just in our lives 
but in all of human history so that Christ may be seen as the King of 
kings! 

December 17th 
Read Isaiah 46-48 

Living for Jesus today requires steadfastness. Compromise can come 
easily - lying to look good, cutting corners to make life easier, speaking 
harshly about others - but God's redeeming work is strong to keep you 
from falling (Jude 24-25). 
 

God alone is to be trusted! The Babylonian gods are powerless and a 
burden (46:1-2). The idols of the nations have to be carried by their 
worshippers, but God carries his people (46:3-7). God's mighty        
redemption at the Exodus should be remembered (46:8-9), but his 
people are hard-hearted. So, in justice, God will use a pagan king to 
bring Israel out of exile (46:11). God’s ways may be confusing to hu-
manity, but his purposes are from long ago and will be accomplished 
(46:8-13). 
 

Just because God uses pagans to discipline his people (46:11) does not 
mean that pagan nations are without excuse. The pride of Babylon in 
her power (47:8), wisdom (47:10), and her supposed control of her  
future (47:7, 12-13) are stolen claims that belong to God alone (45:5). 
While she thinks she is queen (47:7), Babylon will be brought to dust 
(47:1), becoming a slave (47:1-3). A grieving widow (47:8-9), she will 
find no hope in her spells and star-signs (47:11-13).  
 

But is Israel ready to leave her sins and return home? They call upon 
God but not in truth or righteousness (48:1). They call themselves God's 
people (48:2), but they have become acculturated to Babylonian ways. 
God reminds them that, long ago, he had said these things would         
happen, so they would trust in his word (48:3-8). Their stubborn (48:4) 
and rebellious ways (48:8) have not been softened by affliction (48:10).  
But God will act for the sake of his name (48:9-11). It would have been 
better to have listened to the Lord (48:12-18), and the promise to  
Abraham would have been realized (48:19; cf. Gen. 12:1-2). 
 

But right now, they must leave Babylon (metaphorically speaking, as 
they won't be able to physically leave until Cyrus comes) by fleeing 
sinful ways and returning to the Lord (48:20-21) because there is no 
peace in wickedness (48:22). God's Servant speaks by the Spirit to  



December 16th 
Read Isaiah 44-45 

Trusting in God during hard times is one of life’s greatest challenges. 
Dark times feel heavy and uncertain because we cannot see the way 
forward. But it is in the dark that we must learn to trust God. 
 
God tells Israel his Servant that he will keep and bless his people      
despite being taken into exile (44:1-5). Hardship is no indication that 
God hasn’t chosen you and doesn’t love you. Rather, hardship is a call 
to trust in God. Humans are tempted to trust in idols, but that is foolish 
because idols are creations of our own hands and are worthless and 
powerless to help (44:6-20). Momentary afflictions may cause us to 
wonder if God is in control, but God calls us to remember what he has 
said and done (44:21) and that he has redeemed his people (44:22-23). 
He has created, sustained, and disciplined them. And he will raise up 
the idolator Cyrus 150 years in the future as his 'Anointed' to shepherd 
Israel (44:24-45:7). 
 
Does this choice of Cyrus mean that God has rejected his promise to 
David (cf. 2 Sam. 7)? Can God be trusted? God's ways are hard to 
accept. Clay doesn't tell the potter how it should be formed just as a 
child does not tell his parents how to parent (45:9-10). So we should 
not question God in the moment of affliction when he is shaping all of 
history to rebuild what has been ruined and to fulfill all his promises 
(45:8-13). Hardship means that God is with you and he is              
accomplishing his purpose – to create a People from every tribe and 
tongue and nation to praise him and him alone! While it looks like God 
is defeated, the God of history will turn the hearts of the nations to him 
so that every knee will bow and every tongue confess that he is Lord 
(45:14-25)! 
 
So we dare not trust in anything but the Lord. These momentary     
afflictions are producing an eternal glory for us (Rom. 8:18)! And while 
we do not understand the ways of God, he is using our suffering so 
that we would understand the glory of the suffering Messiah, Jesus 
Christ, to whom every knee will bow and tongue confess that he is 
Lord (Phil. 2:5-11). 

December 9th 
Read Isaiah 24-27 

Sometimes life is almost too much to bear. All around us is sickness and 
sorrow, disease and death, calamity and chaos. Our lives feel the pain 
of our own mortality, of evil and injustice, and of destruction and death. 
Will it ever end? 
 
Isaiah tells us that it will end. Chapter 24 describes a global judgment 
for breaking God's laws (24:5-6). The day of sinful indulgence (24:7-11) 
will be replaced with joyful global worship (24:14-16). The city of man 
(24:10) will lie in ruins never to be rebuilt (25:2), but God will secure 
his people in the city of God (26:1-2; 27:12-13). 
 
So we can praise God like Isaiah (25:1-5) because one day we will 
feast with God; the curse will be reversed, death will be swallowed up, 
and the tears of pain will be wiped away (25:6-8; cf. Rev. 21)! God's 
judgment means God's salvation: death is defeated and by faith, God's 
people will live securely forever (26:1-6). 
 
For now, we wait (26:7-21). We wait with faith and desire (26:8) in a 
world that is confounded by grace (26:9-11). Life is full of waiting and 
disappointment (26:12-18), but the promise of resurrection stands 
(26:19). Chaos will be overcome (27:1). God's people will live securely in 
the city of fruitfulness (27:2ff). 
 
One day, the living and the dead will be judged (1 Pe. 4:5). Christ has 
swallowed up death and one day will be seen as victorious (1 Cor. 15:51
-58)! For now, we do not give up. Though we experience many           
afflictions, they aren't worth comparing to the glory that is to be        
revealed (2 Cor. 4:17-18; Rom. 8:18)! So we press on by faith! 



December 10th 
Read Isaiah 28-29 

Sometimes, things look foolish and useless to us; but they can become 
the key piece to something glorious! 
 
The question of Isaiah 28-35 is one for the King of Judah, and one for 
all of us: will we hear and trust the word of the Lord, even when it 
seems foolish, or will we rely upon our own understanding? 
 
Isaiah 28 begins with sad news: God will come against the northern 
kingdom, Ephraim, by a foreign invader (28:11-13), because her king 
and people have rejected the life-giving word, and instead have opted 
for drunken indulgences (28:1-4; 7-10). Even Jerusalem, capital of the 
south, is ensnared in false worship and will be besieged. The people are 
willfully blind, and have rejected the prophet's word from God; and 
spiritual leaders who should know better give 'wise' and 'intelligent'  
advice contrary to God's commands (29:1-14), paying homage to the 
Lord but having hearts far from him (28:13-14). Making political      
alliances is like making a covenant with death (28:15) because it     
misplaced trust in human wisdom rather than in God and his word. 
 
But this will change - God will act for the sake of his name (29:23). It 
may seem strange how God will act, but the result will be glorious 
(28:21-29). The result of this will be that the Lord will give his Spirit 
and keep a people for himself (28:5-6). A foundation will be laid in  
Zion that is trustworthy and sure (28:16) which will annul the covenant 
of death (28:18). 
 
Some will not see the message because of spiritual blindness (29:9-14, 
Mark 4:10-12), and others may stumble on the stone (Isa. 8:14); but 
Jesus Christ is the sure foundation of faith (Acts 4:11) who destroys the 
wisdom of the wise by the foolishness of the cross (1 Cor. 1:18-31). What 
God has chosen to do seems strange, but to those who believe it is 
marvellous in their eyes (Matt. 21:42; cf. Ps. 118:23)! 

December 15th 
Read Isaiah 42-43 

It is hard to face difficult times. Being told to follow an example is most 
unhelpful to someone facing a trial. What they need is hope and the 
promise of deliverance, not someone telling them to try harder. 
 
Who is the one who brings hope and deliverance? The Servant of the 
Lord! Isaiah has been called the servant (20:3), and so has Israel (41:8-
20). But now we meet a new Servant (42:1-9): one who walks in the 
power of the Spirit and is a delight to God (42:1); one who is gentle; 
one who will bring justice and not grow discouraged (42:2-4). This 
Servant will be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, 
undoing the effects of sin (42:5-7). God will do a new thing (42:8-9). 
So Israel should praise the Lord (42:10-17) because she will be        
delivered from her blindness and deafness even though she has failed 
as God's Servant and been disciplined by the Lord (42:18-25). Israel 
should not be afraid. Even though she will go into exile and face trials 
(43:1-7), the Lord will be with her. He loves his people and will make 
them a witness to the world for his name's sake (43:7-13). The         
oppressor (Babylon) will be destroyed (43:14-15). Just as he did in the 
Exodus, God will again redeem his people through his mighty deeds 
(43:16-21), but in a new way (43:18-19), forgiving sin so graciously 
(43:25). 
 
Matthew saw that Jesus began his ministry as the Servant of the Lord 
(Matt 12:15-21), the one who opened the eyes of the blind and the ears 
of the deaf. The I Am who appeared to Moses (Ex. 3:14) is the same I 
Am (43:10) who will deliver Israel and who came to free people from 
the power of sin and death (John 11:25)! 



December 14th 
Read Isaiah 40-41 

Spend time with people who are suffering greatly and you'll quickly 
realize pat answers don't bring comfort. How do you console someone 
in their deep and dark afflictions? 
 
Isaiah 40-55 begins the theme of the Lord’s Servant who will bring 
consolation. In spite of many of God's people having been deported by 
the Assyrians, and the remainder being taken away later by the      
Babylonians, Isaiah saw a day when the Lord's Servant would bring 
His people out of exile (another exodus) and into the land of           
redemption and joy. Isaiah 40 tells us the message of comfort: God's 
suffering people are still His people (40:1); he will console them by     
assuring them that their sins are forgiven (40:2); they will be brought 
home from exile on the smooth way prepared for them (40:3-4), for 
He is a shepherd cares for his sheep (40:11). God will be seen as great 
among the nations (40:5). While people are unreliable, God's Word is 
sure (40:6-8), and He is great and is to be proclaimed (40:9-31). The 
nations are like a drop in a bucket or dust on the scales in comparison 
to the Lord; and he is King over the world (40:15-17, 22-23) because 
he is the Creator of all who never tires (40:28). Weary people can find 
rest in this majestic God - he will never let go of his people but will  
renew them (40:28-31). The Lord will raise one up who will destroy 
the oppressor (41:1-4, 25-27).  This figure is Cyrus, King of Persia 
(44:28; 45:1). Foretelling what would happen a century and a half        
later, the Lord is God of the future, unlike the worthless gods of the 
nations (41:21-29). God will keep his Servant Jacob, the people of Israel 
(41:8-20), not because they are great, but because their God is great 
(41:14). So do not fear (41:10) but rejoice (41:16)! 
 
When Jesus came, he was seen as the consolation of Israel (Lk 2:25-
26), the shepherd who gathered his flock (Jn 10:11-18) and came to       
destroy the work of the oppressor (1 Jn. 3:8b) by his death and           
resurrection. Christmas is the great reminder that the end has begun. 
We wait for all things to be redeemed (Isa. 41:18-20); but we trust that 
his redemption has already begun to make us new (2 Cor. 5:17)! 

December 11th 
Read Isaiah 30-32 

There is something wonderful about the anticipation of opening      
presents at Christmas; but when the last package has been            
unwrapped, how often do we hear a child ask, "Are there any more?" 
We love good gifts, but we know that we are not fulfilled. Something 
awaits. Isaiah 30-32 is a picture of living in between the times. 
 
Isaiah 30 begins with the reason it is foolish to trust in political alliances 
apart from the wisdom of God: it is the action of rebellious children 
(30:1, 9). Despite having clear instruction, they want sermons that tickle 
their ears (30:10-11). But misplaced trust will be their shame (30:1-7). 
Placing confidence in anything other than the Lord is like relying on an 
unsteady wall; it is like a pot that can be smashed to bits (30:8-17). 
Egypt is no help because she is weak (30:5,7; 31:1-3); but the Lord of 
the Armies is mighty to save (31:4-5). 
 
The way of salvation is found in repentance (30:15; 31:6-7) and turning 
from worthless idols (30:22). God will deliver his people (30:18-26; 31:4-
7) and crush the enemy (30:27-33, 31:4-5). 
 
In that day (31:7), God will send his righteous and just King to establish 
peace and will re-order all things (32:1-8). While we wait for that day, 
we know salvation will come through judgment (32:8-20), and so we 
live in the in between time. God will pour out His Spirit (32:15; cf. Acts 
2) and his work of making things right and just will begin. 
 
Opening presents makes us long for the ultimate gift. The gift of Christ 
and the giving of the Spirit awaken a longing in us for the ultimate 
Day. For in that day righteousness, peace, and life will be ours as we 
dwell with Him forever (Rev. 21-22). 



December 12th 
Read Isaiah 33-35 

Where do we find help when life is hard? How do we press forward 
when all around us is disappointment? When it looks like God is 
against us, what do we do? Isaiah 33-35 gives us a picture of       
judgment and salvation. 
 
Assyria the destroyer, who comes against Judah, will be destroyed 
(33:1). God's people will cry out for mercy (33:2) and justice and peace 
will prevail when his people fear the Lord (33:5-6). The lament of 33:7
-9 indicates that the strategies of rulers and leaders will fail, God will 
arise (33:10), and people will ask, "Who of us can dwell with the        
consuming fire?" (33:14). Those who are repentant can (33:15-16)! All 
who cherish evil will be judged, and the King will be seen in his beauty 
(33:17-24)! There will be a global judgment for all who resist the Lord 
and his people (represented by Edom in 34:1-17). They will feel the 
curse intensely (Edom is handed over to unclean animals), for God will 
carry out his decrees as they have been written (34:16-17). 
 
But when the king is seen in his beauty, he will restore all things – the 
land, the people, the world (35:1-10). The joy which has been           
unreachable will now be realized! The Way of the Lord will be the 
road his people walk because his people will return as his redeemed to 
himself (35:8-10)! 
 
When Jesus came, he opened the eyes of the blind (Lk 7:22) and        
pronounced the way of the Lord (Mk 8:27-10:51). We have seen that 
Jesus has already begun the final work, but we wait for the 'not yet' – 
the kingdom in its fullness at the resurrection (33:21-22; 35:1-10; 1 Cor. 
15:20-58). 

December 13th 
Read Isaiah 36-39 

How do you know that you trust the Lord? It is easy to pay lip-service 
to the idea of trusting God. But trust is seen in our actions and not 
merely by mental assent. 
 

Isaiah 36 to 39 are a hinge in the book - we are looking for a king! But 
Hezekiah, king of Judah, is not the one! His alliance with Egypt has 
failed him. Sennacherib, King of Assyria, is laying waste to Judah (36:1-
3). He sent his word to Hezekiah to make an alliance with him, saying 
that only then would things go well. The key question he asks is this: 
"What are you relying on?" (36:4). He questions the Lord's power       
because Sennacherib seems great in his own eyes (36:16-20, esp. v. 
20). Hezekiah is beside himself (37:1) and does the only thing he knows 
he can still do: he prays to the Lord (37:14-20). While Sennacherib  
defeated the nations, proving their gods couldn’t protect them,         
Hezekiah prays to the King of the earth, the Lord of the Armies. And 
in response to his prayer, the Lord miraculously delivers Jerusalem from 
the Assyrians! 
 

Chapters 38 and 39 point out how foolish and weak Hezekiah really is. 
While the order of events in these chapters is confusing (cf. 2 Kings 18 
to 20), what is clear is that Hezekiah seems to have a hard time  
learning to trust the Lord. When he gets into a hard spot, he prays (ch. 
38). Hezekiah seems foolish to us when he shows all the precious items 
of his kingdom to the Babylonians, who will eventually take these 
things when they invade (ch. 39); but Hezekiah’s folly is at its worst 
when he turns to prayer as his last resort, rather than his first.”  
 

Why can we trust the Lord? Because he is the ruler of the nations, the 
Lord of the armies (37:16), the God who fights for us! He rules history 
(37:26)! And we know that his plan is unfolding and being worked out 
in accordance with the counsel of his will so that the nations will trust in 
him (Rev. 5). 
 

So how do we know that we trust the Lord? We look at our prayer 
life! Cry out to him at all times; pour out your hearts to him (Ps. 62:8), 
for the King of the universe cares for you (1 Pe. 5:7)! 




