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Introduction 

Last week, the sermon was titled: “Winning a Wandering Believer Back”. 

And we looked at the escalating steps of confrontation that Jesus 

commands in Matt. 18. These steps, all of them and not just the final 

one, are the process of church discipline. This process is comprised of 

regular, relational, and preventative conversations between believers 

that help us become aware of and guard against sin in our lives.  

The word “discipline”, like the word “confrontation,” has come to have 

only negative connotations. This wasn’t always the case. Like many 

other words, the meaning of the word discipline has morphed over time. 

As early as the 13th century, it already carried the connotation of 

"penitential chastisement; punishment." And that was based on an 

11th-century Old French word, the definition of which included ”physical 

punishment; teaching; suffering; martyrdom." But if you go all the way 

back to the Latin “disciplina,” the root meaning was overwhelmingly 

positive. It meant: "instruction given, teaching, learning, knowledge.” 

Discipline is primarily about formation, not retribution. Discipline is 

about formation, and this applies to all areas of life, physical and 

spiritual. So you see that today it is mostly linked with punishment, but 

that wasn’t its original meaning. 

This morning, even as we look at the final step of discipline, the most 

extreme form of correction, we still want to keep in mind that even this 



Page 2 of 20 

step is an attempt at formation. Or, more accurately, re-formation. When 

something is not formed correctly, or it has been deformed, it needs to 

be re-formed. If you think of it in terms of the Great Reformation of the 

16th century… the Roman Catholic church had become disfigured and 

deformed. Unbiblical practices were flourishing, and people were in 

bondage to the church. The church was deformed, and it needed to be 

reformed. Removing someone from the fellowship of the church is a call 

to reformation. 

Now, if you weren’t here for last week’s sermon, I encourage you to 

listen to that sermon sometime this week. Because you need to know 

that as a church, we believe that church discipline or correcting sinful 

habits, words and practices should be happening all the time between 

the members of the local assembly. Because it should be our habit to 

both ask for and offer correction to each other 

As Jesus instructs, it should start with a one-on-one conversation. And 

if that doesn’t work, then take 1-2 others to witness the conversation. 

And if that doesn’t work, involve the wider church body. And if that 

doesn’t work, then the person needs to be released from the fellowship 

of the church.  

But the thing is, we’re hoping that the issue is resolved at step 1, and if 

not, then step 2, and if not, then step 3. And then, if it gets to that point, 

we do what needs to be done, the final step, as we grieve the fact that it 

needs to be done 

So, we’re not starting with the last step this morning. We spent the 

whole morning last week on steps 1-3, and you should go back and 

listen to that sermon to give this sermon some context 

 

1. A Biblical Understanding of Discipline 

However, we are going to talk about the final step this morning. The 

final step of correction. Before we look in detail at a passage where the 

last step of discipline is commanded and put into practice. Let’s walk 

through a few passages of scripture that talk about discipline and see if 

we can understand what we’re talking about when we use that word. 
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And here’s the big idea: Discipline is NOT primarily about punishment. 

Discipline is primarily about correction and instruction. In other words, 

reformation.  

And as we said last week, this should be 

- Regular - as often as needed 

- Relational - in the context of a relationship  

- Preventative - taking action on small issues before they become 

big issues  

So what does the Bible say about discipline? 

Job 5:17 

“Behold, blessed is the one whom God reproves; 

    therefore despise not the discipline of the Almighty.” 

God’s discipline, his corrections, are a sign of God’s blessing. 

Psalm 94:12-13 

“Blessed is the man whom you discipline, O Lord, 

    and whom you teach out of your law,  

to give him rest from days of trouble,” 

God’s discipline/correction will lead to rest, to less trouble in our 

lives. 

Prov. 5:11-14 

“and at the end of your life you groan, 

    when your flesh and body are consumed, 

and you say, “How I hated discipline, 

    and my heart despised reproof! 

I did not listen to the voice of my teachers 

    or incline my ear to my instructors. 

I am at the brink of utter ruin 

    in the assembled congregation.” 

And then v21-23 of the same chapter 

“For a man's ways are before the eyes of the Lord, 

    and he ponders all his paths. 
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The iniquities of the wicked ensnare him, 

    and he is held fast in the cords of his sin. 

He dies for lack of discipline, 

    and because of his great folly he is led astray.” 

We can see that the hatred of discipline leads to utter ruin in people’s 

lives. We can see that the hatred of discipline, of God’s correction, 

leads to death, spiritually and sometimes even physically. 

Prov. 6:20-23 

“My son, keep your father's commandment, 

    and forsake not your mother's teaching. 

Bind them on your heart always; 

    tie them around your neck. 

When you walk, they will lead you; 

    when you lie down, they will watch over you; 

    and when you awake, they will talk with you. 

For the commandment is a lamp and the teaching a light, 

    and the reproofs of discipline are the way of life,” 

I love that - discipline is a way of life. I like the way it speaks of 

commandments and teachings here. They will lead you. They will 

watch over you. They will talk with you. In other words, the word of 

God, implanted in your heart and mind, will correct you. This will 

become a daily, normal process. 

Prov. 12:1 

“Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge, 

    but he who hates reproof is stupid.” 

Pretty self-explanatory. It is stupid to hate discipline/correction. 

Prov. 13:24 

“Whoever spares the rod hates his son, 

    but he who loves him is diligent to discipline him.” 

Loving discipline is an expression of care. The failure to discipline is a 

form of hate - think about that as a parent. If you love your children, 

you discipline them.  
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Think about Psalm 23 - “You rod and your staff comfort me”. What 

the Psalmist is saying is that when the shepherd taps the sheep with 

the rod, the sheep is going off the path, and the shepherd taps the 

sheep back to the right direction. When he corrects his path, the 

sheep is comforted to know that the shepherd is near and watching 

over him. The same goes for family relationships and relationships in 

the church. “When I wander off, and you tap my shoulder, it's a 

reminder that you are near and watching over me.” 

And then we have numerous New Testament references. 

1 Cor. 9:27 

“But I discipline my body and keep it under control, lest after 

preaching to others I myself should be disqualified.” 

The body as well as the mind need to be disciplined. A lack of 

discipline can disqualify us for certain ministries. I discipline my body 

- I don’t just let it do whatever it wants to do. 

1 Cor. 11:32 

“But when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we 

may not be condemned along with the world.” 

Discipline/correction saves us from condemnation. Our hearts 

want to walk toward sin, towards destruction. But discipline 

redirects us, wakes us up, and corrects our vision when we’re not 

seeing things clearly. 

Several passages that speak to discipline as proof of God’s love and our 

identity. 

Deut. 8:5-6 

“Know then in your heart that, as a man disciplines his son, the Lord 

your God disciplines you. So you shall keep the commandments of 

the Lord your God by walking in his ways and by fearing him.” 

Prov. 3:11-12 

“My son, do not despise the Lord's discipline 

    or be weary of his reproof, 

for the Lord reproves him whom he loves, 

    as a father the son in whom he delights.” 
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Rev. 3:19 

“Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and 

repent.” 

And then Hebrews 12. 

Heb. 12:3-11 

“Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against 

himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted. In your 

struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of 

shedding your blood. And have you forgotten the exhortation that 

addresses you as sons? 

Here, he cites several of the OT verses we just looked at 

“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, 

    nor be weary when reproved by him. 

For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, 

    and chastises every son whom he receives.” 

It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as 

sons. For what son is there whom his father does not discipline? If 

you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then you 

are illegitimate children and not sons. Besides this, we have had 

earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we 

not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and live? For they 

disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he 

disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. For the 

moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it 

yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been 

trained by it.” 

The presence of God’s discipline/correction in our lives and our 

acceptance of his discipline are confirmations of God’s love for us, and 

of our identity as his children. God is treating us as sons and daughters 

whom he loves. He provides discipline/correction so that we can 

experience his holiness. So that we can obtain the peaceful fruit of 

righteousness. 
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2. Why the Final Step of Discipline Exists 

Within that brief overview of a few passages, we can see what God’s 

word teaches about discipline. 

On the positive side: 

- Discipline is a sign of God’s blessing 

- Discipline is an expression and confirmation of God’s love and 
care 

- Discipline is a confirmation of our identity as his children 

- Discipline will make us wise, lead us and guard us 

- Discipline leads to holiness and righteousness 

- Discipline leads to rest and less trouble  

- Discipline saves us from condemnation 
 

On the negative side, we see that: 

- A failure to discipline is an expression of neglect.  

- A lack of discipline can disqualify us for certain ministries. 

- A hatred of discipline leads to ruin and to spiritual death. 

- A hatred of discipline is, in the words of Scripture, stupidity. 
 

Put all that together: God’s discipline is a GOOD GOOD thing! Discipline 

is the work a shepherd does to put a wandering sheep back on the right 

path. Using the rod to tap. “No, don’t go that way - danger! Stay with the 

flock.” 

He does this work through the body of Christ. This means he corrects 

us by sending people who represent him to correct us. 2 Samuel 12 

[explain] 

God disciplines/corrects us through the body of Christ. Through his 

people - by way of our brothers and sisters in Christ. So in Matthew 18. 

Step 1 - he attempts to correct the path of a wandering sheep by 

way of one person. He uses a fellow brother or sister to give a tap. 
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Step 2 - he attempts to correct the path of a wandering sheep by 

way of several people. 

Step 3 - he attempts to correct the path of a wandering sheep by 

way of a large group of people (group yelling - DANGER!) 

And then - if none of those work - because we still love that wandering 

sheep. 

Step 4 - he attempts to correct the path of a wandering sheep… by 

way of allowing that sheep to go the way it insists on going and to 

experience the consequences of that choice. The sheep is removed 

from the flock. The church member is removed from the fellowship 

of the church 

It’s that final step of church discipline and correction that we want to 

look at this morning  

 

3. Paul’s Instruction to the Corinthian Church 

[Read 1 Cor. 5:1-8] 

Paul is addressing a serious issue here in 1 Corinthians 5. There is 

impurity in the church… This happens to be a case of sexual sin. And we 

tend to think that sexual sin is the worst kind of sin and that it should be 

dealt with differently. But this is not the case where church discipline is 

concerned. The process we’ll see here applies equally to a church 

member who extorts money as to the person caught in adultery. The 

same process is to be engaged in cases of any unrepentant sinning - 

greed, drunkenness, divisiveness, habitual verbal abuse, and anything 

else the Bible calls sin 

Too often, we act like sexual sin is the only kind of sin that matters. And 

that even if we’re sinning in some way, at least we’re not sinning LIKE 

THAT. But that way of thinking is unbiblical. 

When there is impurity in the church… There are four actions that we are 

called to take. These four actions are part of this final step.  

When there is impurity in the church… There are four actions that we are 

called to take. 
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1. Call it out (v1) 

2. Give a Response (v2) 

3. Make a Judgment (v3) 

4. Offer Correction and Consequences (v4-5) 

 

1. Call it out (v1) 

1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and 

of a kind that is not tolerated even among pagans, for a man has his 

father's wife.  

What is sexual immorality? According to God, any kind of sexual activity 

with anyone who is not your husband or wife of the opposite sex is sin. 

In this case, it was a guy who was having intimate relations with his 

dad’s wife. Pretty twisted. So bad that even pagans think it's wrong. 

And although it seems that the other members of the Corinthian church 

have been ignoring this man’s sinful behaviour. But Paul hears about it, 

and he calls it out.  

This is what we’re supposed to do. We’re not supposed to pass it off as 

nothing serious. We’re not supposed to ignore it and hope it goes away. 

We are supposed to call it out when we see it. And then… 

 

2. Give a response (v2) 

Don’t just notice the sin, don’t just call it out – respond. After the sin is 

pointed out, there is a good and biblical way to respond to it and a bad 

and sinful way to respond. The Corinthians were practicing the bad and 

sinful way. 

2 And you are arrogant! 

They were accepting unrepentant sin among them, and they were 

arrogant about it. If they were tolerating this guy who was having an 

illicit relationship with his step-mother, imagine all of the less grotesque 

things they were letting slip through. 

So that’s the wrong way to respond to sin. What’s the right way? 
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Ought you not rather to mourn? 

The word for mourning that he uses was often used of mourning for the 

dead. Our response to sin should be similar to that. And why should we 

mourn over sin? 

- Because it offends God 

- Because it destroys people’s lives 

- Because it brings impurity into the church 

- We should mourn. 

 

3. Make a judgment (v3) 

Declares the truth about sin. Call it what it is. 

3 For though absent in body, I am present in spirit; and as if present, I 

have already pronounced judgment on the one who did such a thing. 

Paul is saying, “You don’t need to wait for me to get there. You already 

know this is wrong. How do you know? BIBLE” Paul’s not saying, “Oops, 

I forgot to tell you - Don’t date your stepmom!” They already knew this 

was wrong. It said so in their Scriptures! On God’s authority, on the 

authority of His word, they already know. 

So why the delay in dealing with it? They were arrogant, thinking they 

could do whatever they wanted. “No more rules - It’s all grace now!” 

They were cowardly, not dealing with the serious sin issues in the 

church because they didn’t want to step on anyone’s toes. Maybe they 

“didn’t have time” or there were other, more important priorities. Maybe 

they rationalized it as “not that bad.” 

But Paul is writing to them about a case where it’s just obvious to 

everybody - including people who aren’t even Christians - that there is 

something evil going on. This is a wake-up call! 

It brings to light the fact that we must sometimes use direct or what 

might seem like harsh language in order to save people from 

destruction. You might say, “That’s mean!” But if a person is running 

toward destruction, is it meaner to yell at him to stop or to just let him 
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go? If your child were running toward a busy road, would you just let 

them or would you call them back in an authoritative voice? 

So what needs to happen? 

 

4. Offer Correction and Consequences (v4-5) 

v2: Let him who has done this be removed from among you. And then in 

v4 he says When you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and 

my spirit is present, with the power of our Lord Jesus, 5 you are to 

deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, 

What about the first three steps? 

We’ll get to the meaning of that last phrase in a moment, but… 

Now, at this point, you might be wondering: What happened to the first 

three steps in Matt. 18, the ones that Jesus commands? It seems like 

Paul moves right to step 4 here. There’s no one-on-one, several-to-one, 

etc, or at least no attempts have been reported. What’s up with that? 

Last week, we saw that church discipline becomes necessary when one 

of two things has happened 

1. Biblical instructions have not been taught, or if they’ve been taught, 

they’ve not been followed, and a small situation grows so large and 

public that we can no longer avoid confrontation 

2. The biblical process HAS been followed, and the person being 

confronted is unrepentant - refuses to turn from sin and turn back to 

God 

If we’re faithful to the commands of Jesus, this whole process will roll 

out in an orderly way. Each step comes before the next. Hopefully, the 

issue will be resolved before the last step is necessary.  

But if we neglect the commands of Jesus. If we leave a situation for so 

long that it becomes impossible to ignore. Things will be messy… And it 

will be our own fault. 

And that’s probably what we’re seeing in this situation. Remember v2 - 

“And you are arrogant!” seems to tell us that this gross sin was known 

and ignored. Either that or someone had already engaged in the Matt. 
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18 process and the person is unrepentant. But it doesn’t look like that’s 

the case 

So it’s messier than it should be… It’s less orderly than it should be… It 

has become a public shame and spectacle. And because this is the 

case, the first three steps, which are taken for the purposes of privacy 

and confidentiality, are now without purpose. Paul would like to do 

them, but the opportunity has passed  

So we don’t know exactly how this case has gotten to the point that it 

has, but we can see that the time for the last step has come 

And so Paul refuses to become a legalist about Jesus’s commands. 

Here is a man in the church who is openly engaged in a sexual 

relationship with his step-mother! And so Paul doesn’t say, “Well, has 

anyone told him that this is wrong? I can’t say anything until that 

happens.” “And after that I can’t do anything until 2-3 people talk to 

him…” “And then you’ll need to get the church together to agree that 

what he’s doing is wrong…” “Gotta follow those steps…. it’s ALL about 

the steps…” 

NO - the process that Jesus commands is the recipe for regular, 

relational, preventative correction. A process which emphasizes privacy 

and confidentiality. This case is way outside of that possibility; it’s 

already public and obvious. So he doesn’t hide behind a legalistic 

excuse to not act. He is frustrated that the church’s holiness and 

witness have been so disastrously compromised, and he takes action 

Back to step 4… 

“You are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh…” 

And he gives them a process. First, he says, “Let him who has done this 

be removed from among you.” And he tells them when and by what 

authority 

1. When you are assembled 

This is not a job for a cowboy Christian. Not a Lone Ranger duty. 

This is something the church does as a corporate body through its 

leaders - its elders and pastors 
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2. In the name of the Lord Jesus… with the power of the Lord Jesus 

This is done in the name of Jesus, by the power of Jesus, based on 

the standards of Jesus. Under those two conditions, THEN… 

“He needs to be removed from among you and delivered to Satan…” 

“From among you,” meaning we take this kind of action on people who 

are part of the church. Just so you know, this is not something you do 

randomly with some person you meet on the street. Regular, relational, 

preventative (review). 

So we’re talking about someone who is a member of the local church. 

And we are talking about someone who is engaged in sin and 

unrepentant about it.  

What Paul is commanding here is to be applied in cases of blatant and 

unrepentant sin. A lot of this process is affected by whether we are 

dealing with someone who is repentant or unrepentant 

You’ll know you’re dealing with a repentant person when that 

person… 

1. They respond to correction before the last step is 

necessary 

2. They are willing to confess their sin 

3. They are bothered by their sin; they don’t seek to justify it in 

any way 

4. They experience godly grief as opposed to what the Bible 

calls “worldly grief” (2 Cor. 7:10) 

5. They take action to repent of their sin. Remember the case I 

told you about last week. Those are concrete acts of 

repentance. 

You’ll know you’re dealing with an UNrepentant person when that 

person… 

1. They consistently refuse correction 

2. They are unwilling to confess that they’ve done something 

wrong. 
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3. They aren’t bothered by their sin; they seek to explain it 

away 

4. If they express any grief at all over their sin, it is worldly 

grief (“Broken record repentance”). They are more sorry 

they got caught than sorry for their sin. 

5. They continue sinning arrogantly, proudly, even after being 

warned 

The unrepentant person is the person, and the kind of sin we’re 

talking about. THIS is the person that should be removed, “handed 

over to Satan,” in Paul’s words. We’re not talking about people who 

struggle with sin and sometimes fail. We’re talking about people who 

sin and don’t put up much of a fight againt it; they arrogantly indulge 

in it. 

Of this type of person, Paul says: “You are to deliver this man to Satan 

for the destruction of the flesh…” 

The destruction of the flesh 

Scholars are split on what exactly this phrase means. Does it mean the 

destruction of the physical flesh? Or does it mean “the flesh” as the 

Bible describes that which produces our sinful desires?  

It seems to mean this body, this physical flesh that we live with. We will 

someday have resurrected bodies, so these bodies are, in a sense, 

temporary. But the spirit is eternal. And so what he’s saying is that we 

are, when necessary, to deal harshly with what is temporary so that 

what is eternal can be saved. 

So basically, we are saying to that person, after having lovingly and 

repeatedly called them back, we’re saying, “OK, you want to flirt with 

temptation? You want to be friends with the devil? We’re going to let you 

do that, so, hopefully, the Lord will grant you the insight to see how 

badly it will work out for you.” 

We let this person go and do as they please in this life. Hoping they will 

see - like the Prodigal Son did - that they are heading towards 

destruction, and they’ll turn back. They can find out the ultimate 

consequences of their sin on the day of judgment, and the result will be 
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final. Or we can release them to discover the consequences now and 

hope that they will turn back before the time of final judgment.  

But here’s what I’ve seen happen far too often. We allow unrepentant 

sinners to limp along, week after week, playing the game of “I’m bad but 

not THAT bad!” And when we buy into that facade, we help them to 

prolong their sinful living. They might say: “Yeah, I persisted in my sin 

again - but I went to church! That made me feel better.” Or we might 

say: “Yeah, they’re still chasing that sin - BUT AT LEAST THEY’RE STILL 

COMING TO CHURCH SO… all is well!” Back and forth, back and forth, 

week after week. And we think we’re doing them and ourselves a favour, 

but we’re not. Because, as we saw earlier, a failure to discipline is an 

expression of neglect. 

Clearly, Paul is advocating exclusion as a means of discipline, and this 

really goes against our modern ideas of how to love people. This is a 

harsh action, but it has a loving end goal. The last part of v5 “so that his 

spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.” So that his spirit may be 

saved in the end 

Paul’s goal is not permanent exclusion (although that is the temporary 

mechanism). His goal is INCLUSION in something greater and more 

final: Eternity with Christ. He’s saying, “Take this brutally harsh action 

now SO THAT this person’s soul is not lost for eternity.” THAT’S the 

goal here. Another goal is the purity of the church… 

6 Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens 

the whole lump? 7 Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new 

lump, as you really are unleavened. “Don’t you know? Haven’t you seen 

this principle in action? Don’t you know that if you tolerate impurity, it 

infects the rest of the mass that it's a part of? Don’t you know that if you 

tolerate a bad influence, it will eventually spread?” 

 

4. The Purpose and Comfort of Discipline 

And this is why it is your job as disciples of Jesus, as fellow believers 

and members of this body, to challenge and correct the sin you see in 

each other’s lives. And hopefully in the regular process of things - 

through mentoring relationships and just simple friendships - that 
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brings repentance.  Turning back from pursuing sin and walking back 

towards God. 

But any of you who have been involved in confronting sin in another 

person's life know that it doesn't always go well! The person doesn't 

always respond the way that you're praying that they will. You try to 

confront the sin, and there’s no repentance. 

These are the cases where church leaders, your elders and pastors, 

need to get involved. When there's just a refusal to repent. When you’ve 

confronted them one-on-one, and then brought another person with 

you. When you’ve run out of options. 

When your attempts are fruitless… Or when there is a situation like the 

one in 1 Corinthians 5… Where it's not just other Christians looking at it 

and going, “That’s pretty bad!” Even nonbelievers, people who have no 

relationship with God, are looking at it and going, “That is weird and 

twisted even by our standards!” 

It’s in these extreme cases that church leaders are to guide the church 

in taking drastic action. For the purpose of that person's soul and for 

the purpose of the purity of the church. 

How do you feel about what you’ve heard this morning? 

Is anyone afraid? I can understand if you are. Some of you have had bad 

experiences in the past. Some of you have had these passages of 

Scripture weaponized against you. 

My heritage is rooted in the Old Colony Mennonite religious system. The 

main missions focus of the church I previously pastored was on those 

still living in this oppressive religious system in Bolivia.  

Here is a description of the practice of excommunication among 

these groups from a friend who was a missionary among them: 

“The greatest error in their doctrine on church discipline is that 

excommunication from the church is also excommunication from 

God, and therefore, they have no hope for salvation until they have 

resubmitted to the church leadership and the excommunication is 

repealed.  

We have people in our church [an evangelical church planted in the 

colony] who have been excommunicated from the Old Colony for 
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attending Bible studies and refusing to recant. In the eyes of the 

Old Colony, these people are damned to hell with no hope until they 

recant and resubmit to the old rules. 

They actually use Scripture to support or enforce their position. 

They believe [themselves] to be the only true line of teachers, and 

the keys to the kingdom have been passed down to them. [And] 

because they are the only true line of teachers, they are then the 

only ones that have the power and are in a position to forgive sins. 

Since they have this power and position, they don't forgive those 

who are excommunicated, and therefore if an excommunicated 

person dies, he dies in sin and without forgiveness, and therefore is 

lost.”  

It’s sad, isn’t it? People are sometimes excommunicated in these 
colonies for having rubber wheels on their tractors. It would almost be 
comical if it weren’t so tragically sad.  

While this is likely not a description of your particular heritage, many 

other groups actually function in a similar way. You may have spent 

time in this type of spiritually abusive environment. And if not you, then 

your parents or grandparents. But this is not biblical church discipline, 

and you do not need to be afraid. 

Instead, I hope you feel comforted… Comforted to know that there are 

people who care enough about you to take you aside when they see you 

going in the wrong direction. Comforted to know that the leaders of your 

church are protecting the church from corrupting influences. Comforted 

to know that there are people around who won’t give up on you, who are 

willing to take whatever action is necessary to get you on the right path 

and keep you on the right path. If you open yourself up to giving and 

receiving correction, you will find that you are the recipient of much love 

and mercy and grace and compassion. 

Don’t hate discipline; welcome it as a blessing. Embrace it as God’s way 

of caring for you through his people. 

But listen, as a warning, if you are an unrepentant sinner in the church… 

If you hate discipline… If you are willfully sinning, not really sorry about 

it, and intend to keep going in that direction. Then our way of showing 

mercy and grace and compassion will be to boldly confront you in 
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whatever way and to the extent that the Bible commands. We’re not 

doing ourselves a favour by not doing this. And we’re not doing you a 

favour either. In no way does God’s word present this process as 

optional. 

We often avoid confrontation for very pleasant and pragmatic reasons. 

We say, “I could do that, but they probably wouldn’t listen.” Listen, that 

is not your concern, and it is no excuse to not take action. And besides, 

you don’t know that the Holy Spirit won’t bring repentance through the 

truth that you speak. 

We can’t avoid sharing the wisdom of God with people just because we 

think it won’t immediately change their lives. THAT IS NOT OUR 

CONCERN. You might say, “If I do that, I’ll lose them as a friend.” If you 

speak the truth in love, that is not your concern either. Besides, what 

does Paul say here? People sometimes need to be dealt with harshly 

now, in this life, so that the ultimate penalty of eternity in hell is avoided. 

It’s up to every one of us, if we belong to the church, to do the hard work 

of discipline, of confrontation 

- Regular 

- Relational 

- Preventive 

And if a time ever comes when we need to remove someone from the 

church. We’ll do it with grieving hearts that will continue to lovingly 

pursue the one who is removed. In hopes that we can be reconciled to 

them. And that they can be reconciled to God and to the church 

2 Cor. 5:17-21 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has 

passed away; behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who 

through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of 

reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to 

himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to 

us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for 

Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf 

of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin 
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who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness 

of God.” 

Hebrews 3:12-13: 

“Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving 
heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. But exhort one 
another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of you 
may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The content of this booklet was written by Michael Krahn, lead pastor of 

Community Bible Church in Ilderton, Ontario. We are a gospel-centered 

church devoted to the faithful teaching of Scripture, the building up of 

believers, and bearing witness to Christ in our community and beyond. 
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