1/John

RECLAIMING ASSURANCE

The Testimony of God
1 John 5:6-12

Introduction

Has anyone here ever played a game of telephone before? Children,
have you ever played a game of telephone before? If you don't know
what I'm talking about, the game of telephone involves a person
whispering a word or phrase into the ear of a person who then
whispers it into the ear of another person, and so on, all the way down
a line of people until the message reaches the final person who tells
the group what they heard at the very end.

The reason why people enjoy this game so much is, of course,
because the message almost always breaks down completely by the
time it reaches the last person, often to very humorous effect. And
while the game of telephone is certainly a fun way to pass the time at
a holiday party or in a children’s classroom, it also simultaneously gives
us a profound sense of just how flawed human communication can be,
even over short distances and short periods of time.

Have you ever stopped to wonder where your beliefs actually came
from? If you are a Christian here this morning, you were grafted onto
the vine that is Christ because you believed in the gospel message
that you heard from someone else, which they heard from someone
else, which they themselves heard from yet someone else.



Qur faith is deeply rooted in testimony. Everything we believe began
with the testimony of a small group of withesses who testified to the
person and work of Jesus Christ. But how do we know that this whole
thing isn't the result of one big misunderstanding? How can we know
that we aren't on the receiving end of a centuries-long game of
telephone that bears no resemblance to where it actually began? Is it
possible that we've all given up everything to follow a Saviour about
whom the only testimony comes from imperfect human beings who
can't even pass a simple message down the line in a game of
telephone?

In our passage this morning, that is exactly what the apostle John
seeks to address. He has just finished encouraging his audience in
verses 4-5 that their faith—their belief that Jesus is the Son of God—is
what causes them to overcome the world and what gives them
victory. Now, he addresses a question that may have already been
growing in their minds—how can we know that our faith is
trustworthy? John answers that their faith isn't rooted merely in the
testimony of men—rather, it is rooted in the very testimony of God
Himself. And he presents this argument in a unique and rather
unexpected way that will take us some time and effort to unpack. First,
| want us to See the Testimony.

See the Testimony (vv. 6-9)

In the first half of verse 6, John writes, “This is he who came by water
and blood — Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the water and
the blood.”

Immediately, this verse confronts us with a number of difficult
interpretive questions. Scholars and commentators are practically
united in their agreement that these verses are the hardest to
understand in the entire letter of 1 John, and if you were to look back
into the history of the church, you will find many different
interpretations of John's meaning here. Needless to say, this is a
difficult passage, and there's a lot we need to consider.



The force of John's language here can be a little difficult to pick up in
our English translations, but the meaning here could also be expressed
by saying, “this is he who came through water and blood,” with the
particular nuance of ‘travelling through' an object or a location. English
often uses the word ‘through’ in a very similar way. You might say that
a person dealing with difficult life circumstances is going ‘through’ a
hard time, or of your road trip across the country that you drove
‘through’ a particular town on the way to your destination.

Understood this way, John seems to be speaking of the water and the
blood as experiences or events that Jesus went ‘through.’ The most
commonly accepted interpretation of what this means is that the
“water” and the “blood” refer here to Jesus’ baptism and Jesus’ death,
representing the beginning and end of His earthly ministry.

Now, why on earth would John want to emphasize Jesus’ baptism and
death? Well, keep in mind that the church in John's day was dealing
with a number of false teachings, and one of these teachings argued
that Jesus wasn't always the God-man, but rather he was born as a
normal human being to Joseph in Mary through natural means, and
that the Son of God—the second person of the Trinity—only came
down to rest upon Jesus at the moment of his baptism. Jesus of
Nazareth, they argued, wasn't actually God until after his baptism. They
also argued that the same divine Son departed from Jesus at the
cross, so that it was only the man, Jesus of Nazareth, who hung on the
cross and died, and that he wasn't God when he finally succumbed to
his wounds and breathed his last. These false teachers envisioned a
rather narrow window in which Jesus was actually both God and man,
but taught that, outside of that window, he was just a normal human
being like the rest of us.

Many of us here this morning will understand that this sort of teaching
is a huge problem. In the words of John Stott, “If the Son of God did
not take to himself our nature in his birth and our sins in his death, he
cannot reconcile us to God.” This false teaching—this heresy—was a
direct attack on the gospel, and it seems very likely that it was very
present in the context into which John was writing.
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And so, John makes this argument, “This is he who came by water and
blood — Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the water and the
blood.” John calls him “Jesus Christ,” the God-man, the incarnate Son
of God, the promised Messiah, and he says that it was this Jesus
Christ who went through both the waters of baptism and the blood of
the cross as God and man. From the moment of his conception to his
final breath, Jesus Christ was the incarnate Son of God, who never
ceased to be anything other than fully God and fully man, and who is
still fully God and fully man to this very day.

When John says, “not by the water only but by the water and the
blood,” he seems to be implying that the false teachers would have
agreed that Jesus Christ “came by water,” but they would have
rejected the statement that Jesus Christ also "came by blood.” John's
aim was to make crystal clear that both Jesus' divinity and humanity
are absolutely necessary. Jesus was not only the Son of God at his
baptism; he was also the Son of God when he died to suffer God's
wrath for sin on behalf of his people.

| think this is most likely John's primary meaning in this text. However,
there seem to be others layers of meaning at play here as well.
Perhaps some of you heard this passage and thought back to John
19:34, where John says that, “one of the soldiers pierced his side with
a spear, and at once there came out blood and water.” Have you ever
wondered what that was about? Many commentators throughout
history, going all the way back to the first few centuries of the church,
have recognized this connection here in 1 John 5:6 and have tried to
make sense of it. It sure seems like John intends a connection here,
but what does it mean?

If you think back to the Old Testament, to the Mosaic Law, to books
like Exodus and Leviticus, what two elements do you see over and
over again? Water and blood. | would encourage you, if you ever get
the chance, to read through those Old Testament sections and pay
attention to just how often people and objects are purified with water,
and just how often blood is required for the removal of the guilt of sin.
Water and blood are the very foundation of how God taught his
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covenant people to relate to him, and they are absolutely everywhere
throughout the Old Testament. Water brings cleansing from impurity
and blood delivers people from the guilt of sin. Even in Jesus' day, the
baptism being practiced by John the Baptist was exactly this kind of
ritual washing, and animal sacrifices were constantly being made for
the atonement of sin at the temple in Jerusalem.

The book of Hebrews speaks of both these elements. In Chapter 9,
verse 10, the author speaks about the ways of the Old Covenant, of
spiritual practices that deal “with food and drink and various washings,
regulations for the body imposed until the time of reformation.” Later
on, in verse 22, we also read, “Indeed, under the law almost everything
is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no
forgiveness of sins.” In thinking more about Jesus' cleansing work
symbolized by water, you could take a passage like Ephesians 5:25-
26, where Paul says that Christ, “loved the church and gave himself up
for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing
of water with the word.” and in thinking about Jesus’ atoning work
symbolized by blood you can look to this very letter, in 1 John, where in
chapter 1, verse 7, John wrote, **But if we walk in the light, as he is in
the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus
his Son cleanses us from all sin.”

It is clear from these verses that “water” and “blood,” in addition to
being important historical realities of Jesus' life, are also fundamental
aspects of what he accomplished on behalf of his people. Jesus’ work
can be rightly seen as both a washing with water and a cleansing with
blood. It is both purification (or sanctification) and justification. In this
way, the “water” and “blood” point to everything that Jesus
accomplished for his people in his life, death, and resurrection, and
they are realities that we still regularly experience today in the
ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's Supper. Many commentators
have argued that this is why John took the time write of the water and
blood that flowed from Jesus' side. For example, John Calvin wrote, “it
happened through God's purpose, that Christ's side became the
fountain of blood and water, in order that the faithful may know that

cleansing (of which the ancient baptisms were types) is found in him,
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and that they might know that what all the sprinklings of blood
formerly presignified was fulfilled.” In other words, Jesus is the
fulfilment of the all the water and all the blood of the Old Covenant. All
the rituals pointed forward to him. Every one of them find their ultimate
fulfilment in him.

As complex as these things may be, at the end of the day, you can boll
John's point down to a very simple statement. What does it mean that
Jesus “came by water and blood?” It means that Jesus was, and
always will be, the God-Man who is the fulfilment of the Law, who
delivers his people from the guilt of sin and who purifies them and
makes them holy. It is the message of the person and work of Jesus. It
is the message of the gospel.

And this message, John tells us, doesn’t come to us merely by human
testimony. Rather, he says in the second half of verse 6, “And the Spirit
is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.”

John tells us that the Holy Spirit is the one who testifies to the person
and work of Jesus Christ. The way this verse is constructed
emphasizes that testifying isn't something that the Spirit only does
once—or does occasionally—but rather, it is characteristic of who the
Spirit is. The fundamental character trait of the Holy Spirit is that he
testifies. And this is great news for all of us this morning because of
what John says next, that the Spirit “is the truth." No truer testimony
can be given than the one given by the Holy Spirit Himself, the third
person of the Trinity, who is himself fully God. There is no witness
more trustworthy.

But John continues in verses 7-8 by explaining that he has actually
presented us with three witnesses, not just one. He writes, “For there
are three that testify: the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these
three agree.”

Notice first that the order of the witnesses is now reversed. The Spirit

comes first, and the water and the blood come second. This makes

intuitive sense, because the Spirit is the only one of these witnesses

that could be reasonably understood to be a person, and it is only by
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the Spirit that the other testimonies are effective. In the words of John
Calvin once again, "It is the Spirit who seals in our hearts the testimony
of the water and the blood.” Another commentator wrote here of the
Spirit that, "the water and the blood are no witnesses without him;
whereas He is independent of them, testifying both in them and out of
them.”

And it is no mistake that John provides us with three witnesses. The
Bible is filled with passages that speak to the importance of
establishing truth by the evidence of two of three witnesses. | won't
read all of them this morning, but I'll provide you with a few. In
Deuteronomy 19:15, we read that, “A single witness shall not suffice
against a person for any crime or for any wrong in connection with any
offense that he has committed. Only on the evidence of two witnesses
or of three witnesses shall a charge be established.” The apostle Paul,
near the end of his second letter to the Corinthians, wrote, “This is the
third time | am coming to you. Every charge must be established by the
evidence of two or three witnesses” (2 Cor 13:1). And in the book of
Hebrews, we read, “Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies
without mercy on the evidence of two or three witnesses" (Hebrews
10:28).

All throughout the Bible, multiple witnesses are shown to be required
to establish truth, especially in legal contexts. And John would have
known this very well, and so he crafted this entire argument about the
trustworthiness of the testimony concerning the person and work of
Jesus around this threefold witness of the Spirit, the water, and the
blood. This is a rock solid testimony, in no small part because, as John
emphasizes at the end of verse 8, "these three agree.”

Contrast this agreement with the false witnesses who testified against
him before his crucifixion. Twice in the book of Mark, we are told that
“many bore false witness against him, but their testimony did not
agree” (Mark 14:56; 59). The false witnesses couldn't agree about
Jesus, but the true witnesses—the Spirit, the water, and the blood, are
in perfect agreement with each other about the truth that Jesus is the
Christ—the God-man whose life, death, and resurrection secure
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justification and sanctification on behalf of those who are united to him
by faith.

But how do these three witnesses testify? When John speaks of the
testimony of the Spirit, | agree with the majority of commentators |
studied who understand this to be a reference to the inward witness
of the Holy Spirit who opens our eyes to the reality of the truth of
Jesus Christ. We can see this witness of the Holy Spirit in places like
Romans 8:16, where Paul writes that, “The Spirit himself bears witness
with our spirit that we are children of God,” or in 1 Corinthians 12:3,
where he writes, " Therefore | want you to understand that no one
speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and no
one can say "Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit" John Stott also
points out that in this very letter, John has already written twice of
how the Spirit has been given to us as an indwelling possession (in
3:24 and 4:13) and has also twice ascribed our acknowledgment of
Jesus specifically to the work of the Holy Spirit (in 2:20-27 and 4:1-6).
And even more than that, the very apostolic testimony concerning
Jesus that we received as it was passed down to us through the
Scriptures was itself entirely inspired by God through the power of the
Holy Spirit. Without a doubt, in more ways than one, the Spirit testifies.

But how do the water and the blood factor into this? Well, just as the
Spirit who inspired the apostolic testimony also provides us with an
internal, subjective testimony to the person and work of Jesus in our
own hearts, these two historical events—Jesus’ baptism and death—
serve as external, objective witnesses to those very same truths. At
his baptism, the Spirit descended on Jesus and the very voice of God
testified to who Jesus was. In Matthew 3:17, we are told that, as Jesus
came up out of the water, the voice of his Father could be heard
saying, “This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased.”
Similarly, Jesus’ death bore witness to the person and work of Jesus,
as evidenced by what we see in Mark 15:39. There, we read, "And
when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he
breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God"



And so, the Spirit, the water, and the blood all testify in harmony to the
person and work of Jesus Christ. In verse 9, John uses a human
example to drive home this point even further. He writes.” *If we
receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater.”

Here, John once again employers an argument from the lesser to the
greater. Essentially, he is saying "if this lesser thing is true, than the
greater thing must surely also be true.” In this case, he is saying that if
we are happy to receive human testimony, we should be even more
quick to receive God's testimony.

And we are indeed happy to receive the testimony of men. | like the
way Charles Spurgeon put it. He said, “We are accustomed to receive
the testimony of people. David said, “Everyone is a liar' (Psalm 116:11),
but he spoke in haste. There would be no history if we did not receive
the testimony of people. If we neglected human evidence there could
be no courts of law, no trading except for ready money, confidence
would cease, and the bands that unite the social fabric would be
shapped.”

In many ways, our earthly existence depends on receiving the
testimony of people. And as we looked at previously, the Bible itself
lifts up the human testimony of two or three witnesses as legitimate
grounds for making very serious, life-and death decisions, both
physically and spiritually. If we are so willing to accept the testimony of
men, how much more should we be willing to accept the divine
testimony of God, who himself is perfect truth, and whose testimony is
greater?

And then, here at the end of verse 9, John makes a statement that we
could easily gloss over as a sort of summary statement without
appreciating its full impact. | think this is the most crucial argument of
this entire passage—the cornerstone of this passage, if you will. John
writes, "“for this is the testimony of God that he has borne concerning
his Son."

Here, John makes his argument more clearly than anywhere else—the
threefold testimony of the Spirit and the water all agree for a very
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important reason. That reason is because the three testimonies are
actually one testimony—they are the very testimony of God himself.
Yes, there are three witnesses, but, as John makes clear here at the
end of verse 9, all three ultimately represent the testimony of a single
witness—God. In the words of John Stott, “It is God who testified to his
Son in history, in the water and the blood, and it is God who testifies to
him today through his Spirit in our hearts.” Jesus himself made this
point in John 5:37. In speaking to those who were seeking to kill him,
he said, “The Father who sent me has himself borne witness about
me."

And so, John has answered our question from the introduction quite
definitively. Is our entire faith simply the misguided result of faulty
human testimony? Absolutely not. While our faith is always firmly
connected to the witness of human beings who testify to the gospel, it
is God himself who testifies most powerfully and definitively to the
person and work of his Son, Jesus Christ through the Spirit, the water,
and the blood. The gospel is not a message that comes from men. It is
a message that comes directly from God. | once again appreciated the
way Spurgeon responded to this truth. In speaking of the absolute
superiority of God's testimony, this was what he wrote, "Has God said
it? Then to ask any confirmation of it is a direct insult to Him, a
gratuitous impertinence against the majesty of heaven. Has God said
it? Then we are more bound to believe than if all the scientific men in
the world for centuries had witnessed to it. Has God said it? We are
surer of it than if all the traditions of all nations had handed it down to
us. Has God said it? Then we are surer of it than if our reason proved it
by mathematical demonstration. Has God said it? Then we are more
certain of it than if we saw it with our eyes, for they might be deceived,
or than if we heard it with our ears, for they might be imposed upon.”

This is the testimony of God—the good news of the gospel: that Jesus
Christ was both fully God and fully man, from the very moment of his
conception, to the moment of his death, to this very day. As both God
and man, Jesus lived a perfect, sinless life in full obedience to the Law
of God, and in keeping God's law perfectly, he did what no sinful

human being could ever hope to do. He fulfiled God's law on behalf of
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his people, and then in his death he bore the full weight of the wrath of
God against their sin. After three days, he rose from the dead in
accordance with the Scriptures, and in his resurrection, God clearly
demonstrated that he accepted Jesus' sacrifice as being fully
sufficient to pay for all the sins of his people. And now, as the
resurrected and ascended Christ, Jesus remains at the right hand of
God, constantly interceding on behalf of his people.

As a result of all these truths, anyone who trusts in the finished work
of Jesus on their behalf receives full and final forgiveness for all of
their sins and are simultaneously clothed in the perfect, law-keeping
righteousness of Jesus, so that it is both as if they never sinned, and
also as if they always obeyed God's law perfectly. As a result, when
they stand before God in judgement on the last day, they will not be
judged on the basis of what they have done, but on the basis of what
Jesus has done on their behalf, and they live with him in a new
creation, free from sin, death, pain, and sorrow for all eternity.

And having now had the opportunity to Hear the Testimony, my
second and final point is this—Receive the Testimony.

Receive the Testimony (vv. 10-12)

John writes, beginning in verse 10, “Whoever believes in the Son of
God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has
made him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God
has borne concerning his Son. And this is the testimony, that God gave
us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has life;
whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life."

John, having laid out in detail the testimony of God through the
threefold witness of the Spirit, the water, and the blood, now takes the
time to unpack the results of that testimony in people’s lives. And one
thing you'll notice is that everyone is included in this passage—
believers and unbelievers alike. The testimony of God can not be
avoided or ignored. There is no neutrality as it relates to the person
and work of Jesus Christ. In John's typical, binary, black-or-white style,
either you believe, or you do not believe. There is no middle ground.
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When John says that, “Whoever believes in the Son of God has the
testimony in himself,” | continue to understand this to refer to the
internal witness of the Holy Spirit who indwells each one of Christ's
people. When we are united to Christ by faith, he indwells us with his
Spirit who testifies in our hearts to the truth of his person and work, so
that we know for certain that it is true, and we know for certain that is
applies to us.

Next, John speaks of those who do not believe in Jesus. He says,
“Whoever does not believe God has made him a liar, because he has
not believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning his Son.”
Back in chapter 1, verse 10, we saw this language of ‘making God a
liar.” As we spoke about back then, it isn't possible for any human
being to actually make God a liar, but this language could be better
understood by wording it as something like ‘making God out to be a
liar, or 'making God appear to be a liar." Either way, John's point here is
quite clear: unbelief in Jesus is never neutral. As John has already
made abundantly clear in our passage this morning, God has testified.
Either his testimony is true, or it is a lie. And if we don't believe it, we
are essentially concluding that his testimony is false.

In verse 11, John gives a concise summary of this testimony. In many
ways, this very elegantly sums up the entirety of what he has already
said throughout this passage. He writes, "And this is the testimony,
that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son." It seems so
simple when John puts it like that, doesn't it? For all of the
extraordinary complexity of this passage, everything can be all
summed up in this simple statement. And this is quite fitting for John,
who of course, was also the author of John 3:16—"For God so loved
the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life.” But although this verse is very
simple, there is a lot going on here that we can miss if we aren't
reading carefully. In fact, in this verse, we can see three important
truths about the nature of eternal life.

First, John is clear that eternal life is not something we earn or
something we can earn. Itis a gift from God. John is very clear that
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God "gave us" eternal life. We did not achieve it. Second, notice that
God doesn't give this eternal life to us directly; it is actually mediated to
us through a person. John says that this life is “in his Son." For God to
give us eternal life, he gives us a person. He gives us Jesus. Thirdly,
and finally, we can find another subtle point about eternal life here in
this verse—that eternal life is “in his Son." Notice that John doesn't say
that God gave us eternal life which will be in his Son. For those who
are in Christ, while eternal life is certainly a future reality, it is also a
present reality, the fruits of which we experience in part even today.

Finally, in verse 12, John end this passage with a stark statement about
the seriousness with which we all should take God's testimony.
“Whoever has the Son has life," John writes, but “whoever does not
have the Son of God does not have life.” In speaking of people who
have or do not have the Son, John is referring to those who believe in
him and those who do not believe in him. In this passage, these two—
belief in the Son and having the Son—are interchangeable. John has
been clear—to believe in the Son is to have the Son, and to have the
Son is to have eternal life.

Jesus also spoke of himself in this way. In John 14:6, he said to his
disciples, “l am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through me.” Even earlier in this very letter, in 1 John
2:23, John said, "No one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever
confesses the Son has the Father also.” The false teachers of John's
day believed that they could come to the Father on their own terms,
by some special, secret knowledge. Today, many people also believe
that they can come to God on their own terms, apart from the Son. But,
John is very clear that this simply isn't possible. There is one way, and
only one way, to the Father, and that is through his Son, Jesus Christ.

Here, we also need to remind ourselves that, looking at verse 12, there
is more at stake for those who do not believe than simply missing out
on a good thing. In John 3:36, John said something very similar to what
we see here in this verse. There, he wrote, "Whoever believes in the
Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life,
but the wrath of God remains on him." Let us not forget that God's
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eternal wrath against sin remains on those who have not received the
cleansing water and atoning blood of Jesus, on those who have not
received the forgiveness and imputed righteousness that comes
through faith in his perfect life, sacrificial death, and vindicating
resurrection. A day of judgement is coming, and only those who have
been cleansed by the blood of Christ and clothed in his righteousness
will be able to stand on that day.

Not only that, but we all know (and have experienced) that the
consequences of sin involve more than just future judgement. Sin leads
to death in this life just as it leads to death in the life to come. Sin never
provides the fulfiiment and satisfaction it promises. Rather, it leads to
brokenness, to pain, and to isolation, which themselves are a form of
God's divine judgement against sin.

And so, Receive the Testimony, because it is in Christ that the eternal
wrath of God is turned away from us, and because by faith in Hm we
receive the endless joy of eternal life—now and in the life to come.

If you are here this morning and you have not trusted in Jesus to save
you from your sins before the Holy Judge of the universe, there is no
better news that you could hear today than the testimony of God
concerning his Son: that he, who is himself God, walked this earth as a
human and whose earthly ministry—from his baptism to his death—
made salvation available to all who fully rest their hope on him, to those
who see their own sin, who see their need of a Saviour, and who
believe that his work alone is sufficient to save them to the very end
apart from anything they have ever done or will ever do. There is no
better news for you to hear this morning than that there exists one
who was perfectly sinless, who lived the perfect life you could never
live, and who died in your place to save you from the wrath of God,
and that all you must do to have this eternal life is to believe. And so,
trust in Christ this morning. Apart from him, there is no hope. But in Him,
our hope is greater than anything we could ever imagine.

If you are here this morning and you have trusted in Christ, be
encouraged by the reminder that, because of his great love, God gave
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you his Son as a gift. Your feelings, your obedience, and your discipline
will never be strong enough to serve as the foundation of your
assurance. Some days, those evidences will be far more distant than
you would ever hope them to be. And yet, John's promise to you this
morning is simple—"Whoever has the Son has life” You can rest in
Jesus this morning, knowing that your salvation doesn't depend on
your faithfulness, but on the faithfulness of the faithful Saviour who
promises that he will never lose any who have been given to him, and
who promised in John 6:37 that, “All that the Father gives me will come
to me, and whoever comes to me | will never cast out.”

And as we find our rest in him, let us never forget that our mission as
the church of Jesus Christ is to be witnesses to this very same
testimony—to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ to a world filled with
those who do not yet have the Son of God. Our world does not need a
church that preaches bare morality, nor does it need a church that
preaches a message that God will affirm them in whatever their sinful
hearts most desire. Our world needs a church that preaches the
gospel—"that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son."

Conclusion

And so, Hear the Testimony, and know that the foundation of faith in
Jesus Christ is not the flimsy testimony of man but the sure and solid
testimony of God. And having heard, Receive the Testimony. Believe
in the gospel of Jesus Christ, whether for the first time today or for the
ten thousandth time. The testimony of God is that true life—eternal
life—is found only as we are united to his Son by faith. May each and
every one of us, from the youngest to the oldest, take hold of that
eternal life for ourselves today. Let's pray.
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